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AIR FORCE ASSOCIATION of CANADA MISSION STATEMENT

The Air Force Association of Canada is a national aerospace and community service organization
whose aim is to commemorate the noble achievements of the men and women who have served as
members of Canada’s Air Force since its inception, advocate for a proficient and well equipped Air
Force and, support the Royal Canadian Air Cadets.

2022 Executive / >
Y
President........ccoceevvereneeneenuennennes Nick Czernkovich
ncz@aerosafety.ca 416-654-2832
401-21 Tichester Road, Toronto, M5P 1P3 ‘/
Immediate Past President........... Kurt Abels :
416-267-8874 e Nl
Vice-President..........cccccevveruennnen. John Wreglesworth ST
416-473-5972
Secretary/Membership............... Cécile Thompson
416-203-7335
Secretary Emeritus..................... Margaret Cole
TTeaSUTET....cccevveerinneeneeieeeeeeneens David Ouellette
416-449-0618
Wing Mate Editor...........ccocvenuennee Terry Sleightholm
tsleightholm46 @gmail.com 416-573-7724
Events Coordinator..................... John Wreglesworth
Program Speakers............c.c.c......
Fellowship Chair........c...ccccecceucee Barbara Newman . '
416-223-7840 H B hd y
Air Cadets appy lrt ay.
818 Squadron.......c.ccceceerveeuennnen. Jackie Johnston
110 SQUAATON......covteeeruereeieaene Cécile Thompson
November
At Stewart Hamilton
12theeiii, Mort Lightstone

Sick and Visiting

Be sure to advise Barbara Newman, Fellowship
Chair, if you are aware of a Wing member who
isill or in distressed circumstances.

Barbara can be reached at 416-223-7840. )

bjcan1@hotmail.com R Ca
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2001

08 November
2002

02 March

12 March

18 March

02 April

02 May

02 August

02 October
27 November
2003

08 January
23 January
20 February
22 April

30 April

27 May

27 May

30 May

23 August

13 November
2004

24 May

24 October
2005

14 March

13 April

408-437 Toronto York Wing RCAFAC

NEWO07795

JAC07735
RICH47023
MAT44273
MOLLO7790
GAZ07359
MCA15044
FUL09461

STIO7769

THO27256
WIL38697
GLO7363
COMA44369
MCGO07758
VALO7777
C0007335

ETHO7374

JOH107343

BUR14316

BAR33318

SHE7764 Shelley,

JES38591

LUC

HONOUR ROLL

Lest We Forget

Newman, Bert.

Jackson, Arthur A.
Richardson, Bruce.
Mather, Alex, Sandy.
Molland, William.
Gazey, Harry.
McAuvella, B.J.
Fulton, K.R.

Stigant, Ronald F.

Thomas, Gordon Stanley.
Willis, Jack.

Glover, William.

Comat, Giorgina.
McGillicuddy, Hugh Brennan.
Valley, Joseph.

Coo, J.H.

Etherington, William.

Johnson, W.G.

Burnside, Elward.

Barber, Verdun T.

Brian

Jesshope, Ernest Fredrick.

Luck, Alfred.

06 November HAUOQ7724
09 November  QUI14353
16 December SIN44477
17 December MCC07756
21 December PEN7307
2006
13 May RIC22354
31 December ROB10776
2007
02 April SAM50131
12 May C0OC44370
12 June SEI07763
20 August MCD10761
Grp/Capt
25 September  MUR13044
28 October COR73338
28 November CHA39451
2008
23 April MOZ07793
06 July GRA16363
Fox(see below)
2009
16 February MOO0O07306
14 March BAI20813
07 August DENOQ7343
22 August LEMO01476

Hauth, Jessie. -
Quinn, Pat.
Singer, Syril.
McCormack, Fred.

Penfold, George

Richards, Fredrick.

Robertson, Lloyd George.

Samuels, Maurice.
Cockburn, William.
Seibert,Bruce Peter.

McDonald, K.J. Ken.

Murphy, Gerald.
Cornbloom, Murray.

Chase, Carmin.

Mozel, Nicholas.
Gray, Ruth.

Charles

Moore, E Daisey.
Bailey, Ross Halidas.
Dent, Donald W.

Lemmon, Edgar.
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2010

12 November
22 November
2011

17 January
26 January
01 February
02 April

20 April

18 July

02 October
05 December
11 December
21 December
2012

12 January
06 September
20 September
30 October
11 December
2013

04 January
08 January
19 January
17 March

18 June

29 June

01 July

09 August

25 November
04 January
13 January

19 January

JEF19527

GOE32894

LLOO07742
WRI07787
CONO09644
FLAO7351

FLAO7351

NIC07814
WIL44274
CAH10796
PHI49815

CONO09644

MAC18261
ELL28511
CAR07331
GAY43231

HI122791

HENO7728
McR28341
BARO7316
MAX25588
MCG17479
ELL50134
HER21333
KAR368860
BEN28485
HENO07728
MCR28341

BARO7316

Jeffery, Jeff.

Gorgas, George

Lloyd, William.
Wright, John.
Connolly, Betty.
Flatt, Donna.

Flatt, Peter.

Nichols, Howard A.
Wildman, Ernest Arthur.
Cahan, Jeanne.

Phillips, George A.

Connolly, Glen

MacKellar, Douglas.
Ellis, Ross.

Carter, Nick.

Gay, Elmer.

Hill, Ken.

Henderson, John
McRae, Grant
Barnett, R. Victor
Maxwell, Ernest.
McGuffin, Jim.
Elliot, Don.
Herbert, RA. (General)
Karatsis, Dimitirs.

Bent, James.
Henderson, John

McRae, Grant

Barnett, R Victor

2014

25 April

28 May

08 June

04 August

22 December
2015

06 January
20 June

20 July

27 September
20 October
06 December
28 Deceémber
2016

07 January
21 February
29 May

06 August
October

11 November
2017

02 February
05 March

06 July

2018

01 February
05 September
02 September
19 April
2019

16 January
27 February
11 October
2020 24 May

POI38372
ROMO07760
COL34824
SHU49849

SMI30603

RIT50852
MAS23427
CAH10796
155980
WEB343670
MAR209880

RVP RCAFAC

RODO07807
KEWO07740
055050
125550
216490

152500

BRE42874
252800

PEA40141

HRO07372
057080
069370

349410

157730
603670
STE25839
338550

Pointer, Ronald
Romansky, Alex.
Cole William.
Shulman Hy

Smith, Harry

Ritchie, David.
Maslen, Robert.
Cahan, Jack

Huck, Gordon.
Weber, George Dr.
Martin, George F.

Cuffe, Gerry.

Rodmell, Roy

Kewen, Charles Causon.
Carrey Willie

Goodwin, Terry FIt,DFM ,DFC
McCreith T, John

Holliday, Robert (Maj)

Breton, Helen (age 92)
Osborn, Geoffrey

Pearson, Fred

Harvey, John (Orillia)
Casson, Charles (Chuck) F/L
Cook, Alex

Wilcox, Frank

Hunter, Gordon
Marion, Jacques
Stevens, Fred

Wallace, Albert
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2020
May 287422 Rubin, Al
24 May 338550 .Wallace, Albert (Al) (100" year)

21 December 62800 Clarke Charles

2021

2021

28 September 320830 Takeda, Robert

2022

31 January 366410 Bamlett, Claire Adele

Naylor (92 years)

15 April 198460 Lumley, Jack (93 years)

He travelled with us in 2005 to Holland. Charlie Fox was
a member of the Air Crew Association. Regarding Charlie
Fox — he was a Spitfire pilot in 412 Squadron who in July 1944
in France spotted a black staff car. He attacked the car and as
it turned out, the car carried German General Erwin Rommel,
the Desert Fox, and Charley succeeded in wounding

him. There was a book called ‘ Day of the Flying Fox’ written
by Steve Pitt.

President’s Report

“At the going down of the sun, and in the morning, we
will remember them.”

Sadly, if you ask many adults today what this line re-
fers to, no clue. And yet everything they have today:
opportunities, free speech freedom to come and go for
now is a result of that simple last line.

Our next General Meeting is on 14 November, usual
place, usual time 1845 hrs. Don’t be a recluse.

**¥**Mark it on your Social Calendar Christmas Party
will be on 12 December 1845 hrs, dinner and **** free
booze.

On 14-16 October, Cécile and I dutifully attended

the Bi-Annual General Meeting at Hamilton. The last
meeting was at Calgary in 2018 if I remember
Correctly, due to covid. It was a pleasant and relaxed
AGM where several Wings took part through Zoom.

I hope this not the future. Kudos to 447 Wing for or-
ganizing it.

Wing Mate November 2022

Accommodations were very good and the same for the
Meals, especially the Banquet. The best part was for
me, was that my God-daughter lives about ten
minutes from the hotel so, you guessed it, it was the
preferred place to hang out. She and I are close but
I'm guessing the free Wi-Fi didn’t hurt much either.
Mom keeps a close watch on it.

So, what can I say about the Conference. At some
point soon after the general opening remarks Mr.
Terry Chester stood at the mic and delivered an
omen. By 2023-24 we will not exist as an
organization as we are today. (Well, we are there
now) due to the shrinking of (except for a handful)
Wing memberships.

Updated about the Ottawa functions our Directors
attend on our behalf at no cost to the Association.
The fees are covered by special donations for that
purpose. And it went on about future projects and
so on. We heard of the problem of shrinking Wing
Membership and how our MAL membership is
steadily increasing and how to enable these
subscribers of the Air Force Magazine to be able to
take part in AGMs; hence they can bring their
concerns forward. Thus, they may feel as if they
belong. Essentially if you are not a Wing Member,
what are you? You have no stake in the game, you
have no history, no real commitment. I'm willing to
bet my toupee that there is no attempt to
encourage membership in any Wing. Surely, they
are not all living in a forest.

When it came time to speak of ones distresses, I
stood and stated, the first time we heard almost

those exact words, Mr. Chester’s prophetic words,



Page 6 Wing Mate November 2022

was at the 2015 AGM declared by Mr. Dean Black. No surprise here. And so, I asked again what I've been ask-
ing at every opportunity since Saskatoon: what is the strategy to increase ‘Wing’ membership? None of what
we discussed over the last day matters if we have no members. I of course was referring to Wing membership.
We've had a few interesting suggestions. Wing memberships are shrinking because we are a stealth organiza-
tion, generally nobody knows who we are, what we stand for, and where we do it. Most Wings cannot effective-
ly recruit, there is no opportunity, funds, nor the competence, or energy to do it effectively. This is something
that must come from the top down, and it was due the day before yesterday. It must be a professionally ad-
dressed endeavour explaining why someone should join, what is the benefit to Wing membership and where
and how we should advertise. Or we can just entice subscriptions. Possibly this is what is meant by the opening
declaration. Just my thought. The polite response was the availability to Wings of, I must say, a colourful and
well-done pamphlet to carry in our pockets and hand out at every opportunity. Strangely enough no mention
of Wings. You be the judge. As usual if I'm wrong, I'm prepared to be

spanked. Looking forward to my next Air Force Magazine. Honestly.
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Beast in the Sky: The A-4 Skyhawk

he Douglas A-4 Skyhawk has a long and im-

pressive history that spans over more than

half a century. Developed for the US Navy

and Marine Corps, it’s been adopted by Air
Forces around the world and continues to be a beast
in the sky. With numerous variations of the aircraft,
there’s an A-4 Skyhawk to suit everyone’s needs. It’s
versatility, speed and maneuverability made it a popu-
lar aircraft at a very reasonable price.

Ed Heinemann standing beside Lt. Cmdr. Jerry Haggerty
in front of the new Douglas A-4 Skyhawk, 1954.

In the 1950s, the cost and weight of combat aircraft
were continually increasing. At the same time, there
was a need for the US military to replace the aging,
piston-engine Douglas AD (A-1) Skyraider. Originally,
the Douglas Aircraft Company intended to replace it

Wing Mate November 2022

Skyhawk — was already underway, and it seemed too
good to pass up as a worthy successor.

Ed Heinemann, the chief designer of the A-4
Skyhawk, began designing the aircraft in the early
1950s, and the first iteration saw its first flight in
1956. Heinemann had previously read a study that
described how, for every 100 pound weight reduction,
the takeoff run would decrease by eight feet, the com-
bat radius would increase by 22 miles and the climb-
rate would climb by 18 feet per minute. He applied
this knowledge to the A-4, making sure to decrease its
weight as much as possible.

Production Begins on New Aircraft

Heinemann and his team were able to make the A-4
Skyhawk lightweight, without compromising the fea-
tures necessary to make it an effective military air-
craft. The design came in at half of the maximum
weight of the US Navy requirement and did so
through a number of new innovations.

The addition of a delta wing not only avoided the re-
quirement that the wings fold, but also shaved off 200
pounds from the total weight. The fuel tank was de-
signed to be more compact, with a fuselage tank of
240 gallons and a wing tank of 520 gallons. These
were only two of the many innovations applied to help
lighten the A-4 Skyhawk, without compromising its

with another piston-engine aircraft, but production on effectiveness.

a small, lightweight plane — then known as the A4D-1

Continued on page 6
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With these adjustments, the A-4 Skyhawk was given
the nicknames “Bantam Bomber,” “Scooter,” “Tinker
Toy Bomber,” “Heinemann’s Hot-Rod” and
“Kiddiecar.” The first 500 were delivered for a price
tag of $860,000 per unit — a whopping 14 percent
lower than the original target price. Call that a steal!

The A-4 Skyhawk had many variations, each one de-
rived from its predecessor, but with upgraded or
slightly-tuned features. One hundred and sixty-five
began production and were declared operational in
the mid-1950s. The aircraft was promising and only
experienced minor issues during testing, all of which

were easily fixed, and deliveries began in late-1956.

The next variation, theA-4B, boasted many improve-
ments. It had a new engine and hydraulics system, as
well as air-to-air refuelling capabilities. Its increased
efficiency reflected in its production numbers. Five
hundred and forty-two Skyhawk A-4Bs were pro-
duced, almost four times more than the original air-

craft.

Interest in the A-4 Skyhawk continued to increase;
there just seemed to be more and more room for im-

provement. Development of the A-4C variant quickly
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included avionic changes, a low-altitude bombing sys-
tem, an all-altitude reference system and an automat-
ic flight control system. As well, the aircraft was now
all-weather. The new specs of the A-4C led to it being
the most produced variant of all the Skyhawks, with
638 built.

By 1961, 1,000 units of the A-4 Skyhawk were deliv-
ered. Originally designed with the idea of nuclear bat-
tles in mind, the first few aircraft were intentionally
made to house weapons and defenses that would com-
bat nuclear threats. Soon this became less of an im-
mediate problem, and the need arose for aircraft that
could house conventional weapons for non-nuclear

missions.

The A-4E Skyhawk was made for that exact purpose.
Like the other variants, it was adapted from the basic
A-4 design, but could deliver conventional munitions
and had room for a two-person crew, instead of a solo
pilot. To make this version of the aircraft possible, it
was developed with an extra pair of underwing weap-
ons hard-points, located underneath each outer wing,
allowing it to carry a wider variety of weapons and

fuel options.
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The nose of the A-4E Skyhawk was also lengthened by
14 inches, to allow for a navigation computer. The air-
craft also saw the addition of Doppler radar, a radio
altimeter and improved bombing systems, making it
an obvious choice for the Navy to use as an advanced
trainer.

In total, just under 500 A-4E Skyhawks were built. By
the time the light attack aircraft stopped being pro-
duced in 1979, Douglas Aircraft Company has built
2,960 units.

A-4 Skyhawk in Vietnam

A-4 Skyhawks were influential aircraft for the Ameri-
can effort during the Vietnam War. Ground forces
were in desperate need for close air support, and the
A-4 provided that vital aid. Each aircraft was armed
with two 20mm cannons and could carry additional
weapons in external pods. They also had the smallest
possible airframe, which made them extremely easy to
transport on aircraft carriers, as well as making them
both fast and maneuverable.

he A-4 had an impressive record during the war, car-
rying out some of the first US airstrikes and reported-
ly dropping the last US bombs on Vietnam. It had ac-
curacy in hitting select targets and participated in
more combat missions than any other naval aircraft.
It fought in both North and South Vietnam, and only
195 carrier-based A-4s fell to the Vietnamese during
the conflict.

The success of the A-4 Skyhawk was seen in conflicts
beyond the Vietham War. Argentina became the first
foreign purchaser of the aircraft, and by the outbreak
of the Falklands War, the country’s Air Force had pur-
chased 130, refurbished by Lockheed Service Co. For-
ty-eight Skyhawks were deployed, of which only 19
were lost by the war’s close on June 14, 1982.

Israel was the largest purchaser and operator of the A-
4 Skyhawk outside of the US. The Israel Defence
Force and Air Force first requested the aircraft in

Wing Mate November 2022

1964 and signed a contract with the US that allowed
for more detailed inspections of their nuclear research
facilities, as well as the promise that the A-4s would
not be equipped with nuclear weapons, in exchange
for more of the planes.

By 1976, it’s believed Israel had acquired 321 new and
used A-4 Skyhawks. By the 1990s, that number had
risen to around 355.

b

o

USS Shangri-La, 1960
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Polish No.303 Squadron: The Most
Effective Pilots in the Battle of Britain

In 1939 the Germans decided to treat Poland like a
prize for the taking. What they didn’t realize, howev-
er, was that they were creating some of their worst
enemies. This is a brief look at No. 303 Squadron
RAF, a team of talented Polish aviators intent on re-
venge against their invaders.

On August 23, 1939, Germany and the Soviet Union
signed the Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact. Under the non-
aggression agreement, the two powers assented to the
partition of Poland. Just a week later, on September
1, Germany invaded Poland, signalling the start of
the Second World War. Just over two weeks later, the
Russians did the same.

The Polish people fought valiantly, but could not beat
back the combined might of the two armies. The Sovi-
ets and the Germans eventually settled into the coun-
try and occupied it for a number of years. That didn’t
mean, however, that Polish citizens weren’t willing to
fight back.

Following Germany’s invasion, Poland moved many
of its aircraft to secondary airfields, leading the Ger-
man Army to believe that the majority had been de-
stroyed. While the country’s pilots didn’t have the
greatest planes, they still managed to shoot down a

great number of German aircraft. After it became
clear that Poland would remain occupied, many pi-
lots escaped to France, where they took part in the
country’s defence, primarily flying Morane-Saulnier
M.S.406s. After the fall of France, during which the
Polish pilots were credited with downing 52 enemy
aircraft, they moved to Britain, which stood as the last
major European country to not yet be captured by the
Germans. These Polish aviators would play a major
role in its defense.

>

L

Morane-Saulnier 406

Initially, four squadrons of Poles were formed: the
No. 300, 301, 302 and 303. Many other individual
Polish aviators were welcomed into already-formed
British units, and as the war went on, further Polish
squadrons were created. Both sides benefitted from
this partnership. Britain received experienced fighter

pilots who were hardened by their time fighting

303 Squadron Spitfire piloted by Jan Zumbach, 1943
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Germany, and the Polish aviators were eager to get
revenge on their invaders. While with the Royal Air
Force, they flew far more advanced aircraft than the
ones to which they had previously been accustomed.

No. 303 Squadron RAF, nicknamed the “Tadeusz
Ko$ciuszko Warsaw Fighter Squadron,” eventually
emerged as the most successful of the Polish flying
groups. Its original commanding officer was stock-
broker-turned-flying ace, S/Ldr Ronald Gustave “RG”
Kellett.

The Polish pilots were not familiar with RAF aircraft
or terminology, so training was conducted to get them
up to speed. Two months after the battle of Britain
began, No. 303 Squadron was one of two Polish
squadrons to take to the skies, equipped with Hawker
Hurricanes.

On their first day, the Poles shot down

six Luftwaffe fighters, and over the next week shot
down a total of 40. After six weeks in action, 303
Squadron had downed 126 aircraft, and by the end of
the battle, which was a stirring victory for the British,
its pilots had shot down more aircraft than any other
squadron in the RAF.

No. 303 Squadron continued the fight following the
Battle of Britain. The RAF squadron took part in nu-
merous operations throughout the remainder of the
war, and eventually moved to flying the Supermarine
Spitfire. The squadron was disbanded in December
1946, leaving behind a legacy as the most effective
Polish RAF squadron of the conflict.

Hugh Dowling, the head of RAF Air Command, would
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later say of its pilots, “Had it not been for the magnifi-
cent material contributed by the Polish squadrons and
their unsurpassed gallantry, I hesitate to say that the
outcome of the Battle (of Britain) would have been the
same.”

By the end of the war there were 15 Polish squadrons
operating from Britain, with 19,400 men serving in
the RAF and the Polish Air Force. In contributing to
the defeat of the Nazis, they received heavy casualties,
with 1,903 killed in action.

When the post-war London Victory Celebrations of 8
June 1946 took place, the valiant Poles who had con-
tributed so much in fighting with their army units and
in the RAF, were not invited to the parade or the fly-
past. Douglas Bader led the 300 aircraft fly-past.

The British government initially invited the Polish
government to send a flag party to represent Poland
in the parade but failed to specifically invite Polish
forces in exile who fought for the British.

Winston Churchill, many in the RAF and several
Members of Parliaments protested this affront to the
Polish war effort and an immoral concession to com-
munist power. After these complaints, 25 pilots who
had flown in Polish squadrons for the RAF, were invit-
ed to parade.

Invitations to the heads of the Polish Army and Navy
were declined. The pilots also declined the invitation

%’
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No. 303 Fighter Squadron pilots gathered around the inscribed tail-fin -Ju 88, at RAF Kirten-in- Llndsey

-
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‘ Sergeant Aleksander Rokitnicki ‘

Aleksander Rokitnicki, 1919-2009

As a volunteer at the Tony Stacey Centre for Veterans
Care in Scarborough, I had the privilege of getting to
know Alek “Rocky” Rokitnicki.

Alek was a proud war veteran of WW II who served as
a Flt/Sergeant in the 303 Polish 'Kosciuszko' Fighter
Squadron. He was decorated with the Virtuti Militari
for bravery during the war. In 1949 Alek, Phyllis and
their eldest daughter Anna immigrated to Canada.
They lived for a short time in Alberta, then they
moved to Willowdale, Ontario. Alek had a long and
rewarding career with the Connaught Research La-
boratories, highlighted by his contribution to the de-
velopment of the rabies vaccine ERA ('R’ stands for
Rokitnicki). In the 1960's, Alek, being an accom-
plished pilot, joined the Royal Canadian Air Cadets as
a flight instructor. For over three decades he shared
his passion for flying with the cadets. He also helped
pioneer the gliding program within the Air Cadet
movement, inspiring many young men and women to
pursue careers in the RCAF, commercial flying and
even beyond. He retired from the Air Cadets as Major
A. Rokitnicki CD.

Alek Rokitnicki, 1942
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Janusz Kulikowski’s Spitfire Mk Vb RF-D with Donald Duck near the canopy

The outsized role that the small group of Polish pilots played stiffened the
sinews and strengthened the backbone of the Royal Air Force and may

even have been the deciding factor that helped Britain emerge from its
darkest hour.

As many as 126 Kkills were credited to

- the 303rd Squadron, making it the

~ best of the 66 Allied fighter squad-

- rons during the battle. Painted on the

- side of a Hurricane fighter “126
Adolfs”.
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Bob passed away on September 28, 2021 at Toronto at the age of
72 years. Husband of Eiko Hisumi Takeda. Remembered by his
son Ben Hisumi (Trisha) and their children Kai and Kei. Survived
by his sisters Marilyn and Debbie and brother Gary. Predeceased
by his brother Michael Warren Kiyoshi Takeda.

— ————————

*—\X/e will remember him.

Robert “Bob” Takeda

12 October 1948
to

28 September 2021
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