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HANGIN’ IN THE SHROUD LINES 

 

I hope you all enjoyed our Summer and the nice Fall we had. November 1, we got some snow, 

but it may go and we certainly will get more. 

 

Sept. 15 - The Battle of Britain Ceremony was held at Memorial Park, Royal Canadian Legion 

Branch 23. I had the privilege of laying a wreath on behalf of 422 Wing assisted by V/P Earl J. 

Forestell. A reception was held at the Royal Canadian Legion Branch 23 Member’s Lounge. 

Cathy Forestell and Sandra Harkness and Gail Oattes attended the Service. 

Sept. 18 – A Potluck Luncheon at 12:00 Noon was followed by the General Meeting.  

Sept. 24 – Executive Meeting. 

 

Oct. 16 – General Meeting was held. 

Oct. 22 – Executive Meeting. 

 

Nov. 11 – V/P Earl J. Forestell and two others participated in laying a wreath at the Memorial 

Gardens cenotaph on behalf of 422 RCAF (Nipissing) Wing. Cathy Forestell, Gail Oattes, 

Sandra Harkness, Andy Blyth and other Wing members attended. 

Nov. 20 – General Meeting 

Nov. 23 – Saturday, CFB North Bay/22 Wing Band presented their annual concert at the 

Capitol Center which included the R.C.L. Branch 23 Pipes and Drums, and the Military Wives 

Choir. Net proceeds support the Children’s Festival which will be held in June 2020 as well as 

the Base MFRC. The 22 Wing CFB North Bay Band was under the direction of Sergeant Scott 

Barons. The Chippewa Secondary School Dance Program also attended.  

 

December 18 – The General Meeting will be followed by our annual Christmas party (coffee 

and desserts) and a collection will be taken for the North Bay Santa Fund.  

 

There will be no Executive Meeting in December 2019.  

Our next General Meeting will be January 15th, 2020. 

 

I would like to thank all my Committee’s for a job well done in 2019. To all our members, 

Best Wishes for a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

 

January 15th – 2020 will be the next General Meeting. 

January 21st – 2020 will be the Executive Meeting.  

 

Per Ardua Ad Astra 

Rita Patry, President 
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Dec 4, 2019. 

 

    MEMBERSHIP REPORT 

 

 At this date, we have 53 members, comprising of 49 regular and 4 life. 

 

Please keep me updated on any changes to your address, phone, email address, etc. 

 

Dues are $75.00 yearly or for Single Members and $130.00 for Dual members.   

 

Bill Wood, Membership Coordinator   

P.O. Box 143, 258 Main St. W. 

Trout Creek, On.  P0H 2L0. 

705 723-8030  

 

 

 

 

   

 

 
1) For members to get online and order at member prices, they must call Ottawa headquarters and give 

them their email address in order to update the profile before they can successfully order.  
 
           Phone number: 1-866-351-2322 Ext 221 or 223 
 
      2)  Internet: rcafassociation.ca 
 
      3)   Once on Association Web home page, scroll over to right hand side of page and select members.  
 
      4)   This will bring you to a login page for your email and password of your choice.  
 
       5)   Once logged in at top of page you will see online store and click on this to see their products.  
 
          Sandra Harkness 

 

ATTENTION MEMBERS! 

 

We are missing you folks!  Please try and attend  COFFEE & TREATS-Every Tuesday-9:30 AM and 

GENERAL MEETINGS-3rd Wednesday each month-1:30 PM --  All meetings held in the Voodoo Lounge 

 

If you are ill or If you need a ride - let us know! 

Your participation and support is absolutely necessary for the future of the 422 Wing and we know you would 

want to be at the Meetings and other social events when possible!  

 

Have you paid your Dues? 

 

Did we mention Free Parking? 

 

“Alone we can do so little; together we can do so much”. 

 

Future events:    The next issue of Blue Skies will be Mar 2020, Articles by Mar 1, please. 

                             Charter Night is tentatively Apr 18 2020 



2020 -  422 WING CALENDAR OF EVENTS   

Jan 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday  

   1 New Years Day 

 

 

2 3 

 
4 

 

 

 

5 6 

 
7 

 

 

 9:30 

8 

 

 

9 10 11  

12 

 

 

13 14 

  9:30 

 

15 

 

1:30 

General Meeting 

 

16 17 18  

19  

 

20 

 

 

21 

  9:30 

Executive Mtg 

22 

National Hug Day 

 

23 

 

 

24 25 

Winnie the Pooh 

Day 

 

26 27 28 

  9:30 

 

29 

 

 

30 31   

Feb and Mar 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

       
 

 

 

  1 

 

2 

 

3 

 

4 

 9:30     

5 

 

 

6 

 
7 8 

 

9 10 

 

 

11 

  9:30  

12 

 

13 14 

Valentine’s 

Day 

15 

National Flag 

Day 

 

 
16 

 

 

 

17 

Family Day 
18  

 9:30  

 

19 

1:30 General 

meeting 

20 

 
21 

 

22 

 

23 

 

 

 

24 

 

 

 

25  

9:30 

Executive meeting 

26 

 
27 28 29 

 

 
 

   Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
Blue Skies articles 

   

2 
 

3 

 9:00 

4 

 

 

5 6 
 

7 
 

8 
Daylight Savings 

time 

 

9 
National Napping 

Day 

 

10 

 9:00    

11 

 

12 
 

13 
 

14 
 

15 
 

16 17 St. Patricks Day 

 9:00  

18 
1:30 General 

meeting 

19 
Spring Equinox 

20 
 

21 
 

22 

 

23 
 

24 
 

25 

 

26 

 

27 
 

28 
 

29 

 

30 
 

31 
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        Air History 

 

 

TYNDALL AIR FORCE BASE 

 

Tyndall Air Force Base is a United States Air Force Base located 12 miles (19 Km) east of Panama City, 

Florida. The base was named in honor of World War 1 pilot 1st Lt. Frank Benjamin Tyndall. The base operating 

unit and host wing is the 325th Fighter Wing (325 FW) of the Air Combat Command (ACC). The base had a 

resident population of 2,994 at the 2010 census. In October 2018, Hurricane Michael caused catastrophic 

damage to the base.  

 

HISTORY 

 Cold War 

          Fighter-Interceptor base 

          RADAR STATION 1956-present 

 Reorganization, 1991-2018 

 

5th October, 1969 

An armed MiG-17, flown by a Cuban pilot who wished to defect, flew from Santa Clara, Cuba, to Homestead 

AFB, Florida, virtually undetected until it flew past the base control tower and signaled that it wanted to land. It 

was later learned that the pilot flew very low over the ocean and under the beams of surveillance radars. He was 

detected once when he rose to 3,000 feet to verify navigation by homing in on a Miami radio station. The report 

by the Subcommittee on Air Defense on Southeastern United States, of the House Committee on Armed 

Services, recommended improving radar facilities in the area.   

 

FALSE ALARMS 

On at least three occasions, NORAD systems failed, such as on 9 November 1979, when a technician in 

NORAD loaded a test tape, but failed to switch the system status to “test”, causing a stream of constant false 

warnings to spread to two “continuity of government” bunkers as well as command posts worldwide. On 3 June 

1980, and again on 6 June 1980, a computer communications device failure caused warning messages to 

sporadically flash in U.S. Air Force command posts around the world that a nuclear attack was taking place. 

During these incidents, Pacific Air Forces (PACAF) properly had their planes (loaded with nuclear bombs) in 

the air. Strategic Air Command (SAC) did not and received criticism, because they did not follow procedure, 

even though the SAC command knew these were almost certainly false alarms, as did PACAF. Both command 

posts had recently begun receiving and processing direct reports from the various radar, satellite, and other 

missile attack detection systems, and those direct reports simply did not match the erroneous data received from 

NORAD.  

 

Description of major units 

 325th Fighter Wing (325 FW) 

 44th Fighter Group (44 FG) 

 Detachment 1, HQ, Florida Air National Guard – 325th Fighter Wing Associate Unit  (325 FW AU) 

 

First Air Force (1 AF) 

 53d Weapons Evaluation Group 

 Other organizations 

  337th Air Control Squadron 

  Air Force Civil Engineer Center 

  Air Force Research Laboratory 

 

Continued on Page 6 
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325th Fighter Wing (325 FW) 

The 325th Fighter Wing’s primary mission is to provide a combat ready air dominance force, train F-22A 

Raptor pilots and maintenance personnel, and train air battle managers to support the combat Air Force. 

Tyndall’s combat mission is performed by the 95th Fighter Squadron. Training for F-22 pilots is performed in 

the 43rd Fighter Squadron and the 2nd Fighter Training Squadron. The 325th Air Control Squadron trains air 

battle managers for assignment to combat Air Force units. Additionally, Wing personnel manage the 

southeastern air combat maneuvering instrumentation range and provide mission-ready F-15, F-16, and F-22 

air dominance forces in support of the Commander, North American Aerospace Defense Command 

(NORAD) and the Commander, First Air Force (1AF) / Air Forces Northern (AFNORTH) contingency 

plans.  

 

15 July 2009 

The Headquarters Southeast Air Defense Sector was inactivated at Tyndall AFB, Florida. The Headquarters 

Northeast Air Defense Sector was re-designated the Headquarters Eastern Air Defense Sector (EADS).  

 

The following aircraft TF-51H Mustangs; A-26 Invaders; Lockheed T-33 Shooting Star; TB-25 Mitchells; 

Lockheed F-94 Starfire; Northrop F-89 Scorpion; F-86 F and F-86 D’s; North American F-100 Super Sabre; 

F-104 Starfighter; F-106A and B; F-101 Voodoo and Convair F-106A-130-CO Delta Dart were all familiar 

to Tyndall Air Force Base.  

 

We should note that Ana Montes, American, was convicted for conspiracy to commit espionage for the 

government of Cuba October 2002 and was sentenced to a 25 year prison term followed by 5 years of 

probation while the brave personnel of NORTH AMERICAN AEROSPACE DEFENSE COMMAND were 

defending North America and the free world.  

 

Respectfully submitted by: 

Earl J. Forestell 

 

There are no secrets to success. It is the result of preparation, hard work, and learning from failure. 

Colin Powell 

 

Around the Wing 

 

We welcomed WO Tim McLean as our new liaison officer replacing  

MCpl Samantha Gosselin. Tim is and old friend and we are happy  

to have him back with us. 

 

 

 

Capt Leah Pierce stopped by for coffee and we were finally able to deliver  

her 15 year member’s pin. Good to see you \Leah, Do come again. 

 

 

 

And finally, we welcomed Wendy Gay Doherty as a member of the Association and Wing. 

Gay is from Sudbury and has been a guest several times. Bill Wood did the induction  

ceremony. 

 

 

 



  

Battle of Britain parade 

 

Several members of the Wing attended the service this year with President Rita and VP Earl 

laying the wreath on our behalf 

 

 

 

 

2019 Wilfred C. Butler Award 

 

This years Butler award was received by LAC Izabelle Jamieson of 10 Timmins 

Kiwanis Squadron. The scroll and cheque were presented at the Sqn’s annual 

inspection by their Reviewing Officer, Timmins mayor George Pirie. We congratulate 

LAC Jamieson and wish her well in the future. 
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Photos by Cpl Robert Ouellette, 

  Imagery Technician, 22 Wing 

 



 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 

RCAF ASSOCIATION OF CANADA 

 
The RCAF Association of Canada is a national aerospace and community service organization established to commemorate  

the noble achievements of the men and women who have served as members of Canada’s air forces since its inception;  

advocate for a proficient and well-equipped air force; and support the Royal Canadian Air Cadet program. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Advocacy -  to advocate for a proficient, well-equipped air force 

       in Canada. 

 

Traditions -  to preserve and perpetuate the glorious traditions 

         established in Canada’s air forces since its inception. 

 

Air Cadets -  to support the Royal Canadian Air Cadets, and work 

         closely with the Air Cadet League of Canada. 

 

Community -   to participate in local civic and community programs identified 

         by Wings and to undertake charitable and other projects of both 

         national and local character. 

 

Civil/Military Air  -  to recognize achievements in civil and military 

           aviation through the annual awards of the Royal Canadian Air 

           Force Association of Canada. 
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