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From the Kit Shop 
 
War Bird Mugs, Harvard,Hurricane and BF109 Messerschmitt. 
$5.00 each or a set of 3 for$12.00 while supplies last 
As we leave winter. We have a very limited supply of RCAF wool scarfs circa 1955 for only $10.00.                     
This a chance to own a piece of Canadian RCAF history 
Contact Rod @ rlee434@primus.ca 
 

Secretary/Treasurers’ Report 

Our fundraising projects will commence as soon as May arrives.  We will be very active. 

 

We have sent a letter to the Mayor and Council of Welland asking them if we may mount our Wing Char-
ter on one of the walls in city hall.  We have not heard back from them as of yet. 

 

The spring meeting of Ontario Central Region takes place on Saturday, March 21
st
 at 447 Wing, Mount 

Hope in Hamilton commencing at 10:00 am.  We will leave Giant Tiger’s front parking lot at 8:45 am 
sharp!  If you wish to attend, please contact Secretary George. 

 

Our guest speaker for the Mrach 19
th
 General Meeting will be Mr. Gerry Bolley who will speak on the top-

ic of “What If The Arrow Was Not Cancelled.” 

 

Upcoming Dates: 

Giant Tiger BBQ’s Saturdays: 

   May 16
th
 – Their Anniversary 

   June 20
th
 

   August 22
nd

 

 

Canal Days in Port Colborne – July 31
st
 to August 3, 2020 

 

Battle of Britain – Sunday, September 20, 2020 

 

Ted Barris Fundraiser – Saturday, October 24, 2020 

  
George Groff 
Secretary/Treasurer 

                                     Kit Shop News  

Kit Shop Director - Michael J Mascitelli  

Assistant Directors- Rod & Jeanette Lee. 

mailto:rlee434@primus.ca


  

Just a Thought 

As I put this report together I recalled that yesterday, February the 20th was the anniversary of the cancellation 
of the Arrow which to many of us with an understanding of aviation was a tragedy. It was an aircraft far ahead of 
anything else in the world at that time and a credit to Canadian ingenuity and technology. I think NASA can 
thank many of those that worked on the Arrow for taking their expertise south of the border. 

The Year Ahead 

As the year moves along, we are in the very early stages of trying to arrange a few trips for the Wing. Under con-
sideration, is a trip to Edenvale where the full scale Arrow replica is now housed having been last moved from 
Pearson Airport, Also were are thinking about trips to both Trenton & Borden. Having made initial contact with 
Edenvale and Trenton our roadblock at present is in transportation and finding a bus company here in the Niaga-
ra area if anyone has a contact or knows who to contact please let us know and we will follow-up. Our enquiries 
on Trenton have shown that only base transportation is now allowed on base. You can see from our Secretary/
Treasurer’s Report that many other functions are in place. 

Constitution 

Further to my last report on the Constitution and after hours of work between the formed Committee, we are 
now very close to sending it up the line for consideration. It has taken some time and a number of revisions have 
had to be made I think we have had three printings including this final (we hope) one.  

Members in Care 

Presently we have three of our members who are in care due to health issues; we wish them well along the road 
to recovery. 

Pocket Planners 

This is one of our fundraisers and in the past it has done quite well. I know that many these days use their smart 
phones to keep track of dates and appointments, but not all of us have a “Smart” phone and perhaps some of us 
don’t have a cell phone period. So to those that are interested in a pocket planner we propose to get an early 
jump on this for the coming year. They will be for a two year period 2021/2022 and will come with all that has 
been offered in the past. We will have some ready to bring to our booth at Canal Days starting July 31 we will 
accept pre orders and  you can contact either Rod Lee or myself. 

 

Bill Heron (Chairman) 

434 (Niagara Peninsula) Wing  

RCAFA 

  Chairman’s Report February 2020 

Per Ardua ad Astra 



 
 
 

  

 

      

                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

      

 

Air Cadet Effective Speaking Contest 2020 

The Air Cadet Program promotes an Effective Speaking Contest every year. The Ontario Provincial   

Committee of the League sets up the zones (Wings) in which each squadron participates. The Niagara Air 

Group competes in Wing 10. This year 62 Sqn Grimsby hosted the competion on February 22, 2020, at 

Mountain Ridge Community Centre -105 Mountain Rd, Grimsby, Ontario.  The 12 squadrons listed below 

participated.  The audience included  cadets, parents, and other invited guests.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Winners:                                 1
st

 place 62 Sqn    2
nd

 place 800 Sqn    

AIR CADET REPORT 

WING 10  Effective Speaking 2020 

Sqn# Name  Location Rank Name 
23 Squadron St Catharines WOII Margaret Boom 

   Topic What does bravery mean to me? 
     

62 Phantom Sqn Grimsby WOII Julia Clitheroe 

 Topic What does bravery mean to me? 
     

79 Lynton Davies Port Colborne Sgt Shelby Rebelo 

 Topic The Battle of Vimy Ridge  
     

87 Eagle  Sqn Welland Sgt Katharine Hulley 

 Topic What does bravery mean to me? 
     

126 Flying Lancers Sqn Niagara Falls FCpl Dylan Fraser 

 Topic Describe a true Canadian hero, and the difference 

   he/she made to our nation. 
     

337 Allan Troop Sqn Fort Erie Cpl Tatyana Snid 

 Topic Allan Wilson Troup (the namesake of 337 Squadron) 
     
540 Golden Hawks Sqn Oakville FSgt Joshua Ainabe 

 Topic What does bravery mean to me? 

     

611 Harvard Sqn Dunnville FCpl Caleb Johnston 

 Topic What does bravery mean to me? 
     

715 Mowhawk Sqn Burlington Cpl Owen Johnston 

 Topic What are the health and social effects of vaping? 
 
 800 
 
 
     

809 Newark Sqn Niagara-on-the-Lake Cpl Mitchell Vanderberg 

 Topic Military Drones, Purpose and Positive effects 
     

820 Chris Hadfield Sqn Milton FCpl Darren Lee Wo 

 Topic What does bravery mean to me? 

Black Forest  Sqn        Mississauga                           F/Sgt                        Arghayan   Jenyasarankan 

       Topic   Negative & Positive Effects of Artificial Intelligence 

1st Vice Chairwoman 

Julie Sheppard 



After the War MJ271 was moth-balled with the Royal Netherlands Air Force before its arrival some seventy 
years later at a hangar at Duxford Aerodrome to begin restoration work. This spitfire is claimed to be the 
most air-worthy of the sixty or so surviving aircraft that regularly take to the skies.  The refurbishment of 
Spitfire MJ271, which was built in 1943 at Castle Bromwich, and which flew 51 combat missions, was   
completed in May 2019. The Silver Spitfire is a Mk.IX Spitfire.  The restored Spitfire is still 90 per cent  
original, having been completely stripped down to its component parts, refurbished and reassembled.           
The Silver Spitfire is powered by a 27 litre V12 Rolls Royce Merlin engine which delivers 1,350 BHP.  The 
guns were removed and the iconic aircraft now has a distinctive polished aluminium finish. This has been 
done to make the Spitfire look less war-like, and to show off the beauty of the original design. It has been 
equipped with extra fuel tanks to extend the range beyond the standard 350 miles. 

Silver Spitfire completes journey around the world. 

The Spitfire, synonymous with freedom, 
was designed as a short-range, high-
performance interceptor aircraft by      
R. J. Mitchell.  Mitchell pushed the   
Spitfire’s distinctive elliptical wing 
(designed by Canadian Beverley   
Shenstone) to have the thinnest       
possible cross-section, helping give the 
aircraft a higher top speed than several           
contemporary fighters, including the 
Hawker Hurricane 

Spitfire Mk. IX 

The flight originated at Chichester/Goodwood 
Airport in West Sussex, which was the base of 
Boultbee Flight Academy, the first school for 
Spitfire pilots, in early  August, 2019.  It flew to 
Newcastle International  Airport, then            
Lossiemouth, Scotland, Vagar Airport, Faro    
Islands, Reykjavic Airport, Iceland, Kulusuk, 
Greenland, Kangerlussuaq, Greenland, Iqualuit,     
Nunavut Territory, Canada. From here it went on 
to circle the globe, ending in Lelystad, Holland 
flying from there back to Goodwood Airport,  
having flown to 100 locations in 30 countries, 
arriving back in early December, 2019 and    
having clocked over 37,500 kilometres.  On its 
final leg, the  Silver Spitfire was   escorted by two 
of the Red Arrows, of the Royal Air Force           
aerobatic display team, while flying across the 
English Channel and over the White Cliffs. 



“THE LADY BE GOOD”  B24— Liberator Mystery 

 
 In April 1943 an American B24 Liberator nicknamed ‘The Lady Be Good” failed to return from         
operations to Naples to its base in Soluch, Libya, it was long presumed to have crashed in the Mediterra-
nean on the homeward leg. The crew were a new crew having only just arrived in early March. 

 At the conclusion of the war the aircraft although lost, was not forgotten and after an extensive search 
for an answer as to its disappearance and that of the crew no resolution was to be found. 

 Some 16 years later in the Libyan Desert, southeast of Benghazi, an oil exploration team came 
across the wreckage of a B24-Liberator in preserved condition; it was The Lady Be Good, it had settled 
right where it had crashed on a course that had taken it straight over its home base and some hundreds of 
miles in the opposite direction and well into the desert. 

 Once found, an investigation was begun in an attempt to establish what happened to the nine mem-
ber crew as no remains were found in the aircraft and how the aircraft managed to be so far from home, its 
disappearance became a mystery. 

 In 1960, 38 years after it vanished in April 1942 and after a lengthy widespread search and            
investigation to find an answer as to the fate of this aircraft and crew, the remains of eight of the nine man 
crew were eventually found with one still missing. The crew are reported to have bailed out as their fuel          
depleted. 

 Evidently the eight surviving crew found each other and decided to make an attempt to find some 
means of survival and contact. In February 1960 the remains five were found together, further evidence 
was uncovered that at least three of the surviving crew continued walking northward. The next of the crew 
remains was found by a BP explorations team some 38 km northwest of the five recovered bodies.        
Another crewmember was discovered by a U.S. helicopter on May 17/1960 he was found 42 km northeast 
of the previously found remains and over 320 kms from the crash site but still 160 kms from their home 
base.  Another crewmember was found in August 1960 by yet another oil exploration team. The remains of 
the ninth crewmember apparently has never been found. 

 The aircraft flew on a 150 degree course toward Benina Airfield. The Craft radioed for a directional 
reading from the HF/DR station at Benina and received a reading of 330 degrees from Benina. The actions 
of the pilot in flying 440 miles into the desert, however, indicate the navigator probably took a reciprocal 
reading off the back of the radio directional loop antenna from a position beyond and south of Benina but 
“on course”. The pilot flew into the desert thinking he was still over the Mediterranean and on his way to       
Benina. 

 The navigator on The Lady Be Good thought he was flying on a direct path from Naples to Benghazi. 
But the base’s radio direction finder had only a single loop antenna. As the plane’s direction finder could 
not distinguish between a signal in front or behind the aircraft there was no way to identify reciprocal   
readings. The same bearing would be returned whether the plane was heading inbound from the                 
Mediterranean or outbound inland. 

 

                



 

New Memorial to be unveiled in The Netherlands. (Lancaster Aircrew Memorial) 

The society has been cooperating with Dutch Historian Jaap Geenson for many years. In 2014 

our chairman David King was able to identify items recovered by Jaap on the Dutch coast-line, 

as coming from a Lancaster aircraft. A memorial to the crew of this Lancaster II, LL720 408 

Sqdn, will now be unveiled on the 9th November 2019. The relatives of two of the crew mem-

bers have been located, those of F/O J. Bonneville, RCAF and P/O E. Dramnitzki, RCAF. The 

search continues for relatives of the other five. Please contact the site if you are in anyway re-

lated or have any information that you feel may help in tracing them. Please contact David at, 

lanc424@yahoo.co.uk 

Mission: Leipzig. 

 

Date: 19/20th February 1944 

 

Unit: No. 408 Squadron. (R.C.A.F.) 

 

Type: Lancaster II. 

 

Serial: LL720. 

 

Code: EQ-R 

 

Base: R.A.F. Linton-on-Ouse. 

 

Location: Paal the Netherlands. 

 

Pilot: F/Lt Elmer Stanley Winn J/8840 R.C.A.F. Age 23. (Killed) 

 

Fl/Eng: Sgt. Ellis William Bolt 642443 R.A.F. Age 24. (Killed) 

 

Nav: F/O. James Richard Leaman J/24215 R.C.A.F. Age 21. (Killed) 

 

Air/Bmr: F/O. John Raymond Bonneville J/25732 R.C.A.F. (Killed) 

 

W/Op/Air/Gnr: P/O Reginald Herbert Wade J/86403 R.C.A.F. Age 26. (Killed) 

 

Air/Gnr: T/S. Norman H. H. Brown 10601604 U.S.A.A.F. (Killed) 

 

Air/Gnr: P/O. Eldore Dramnitzki J/88338 R.C.A.F. Age 22. (Killed)  



Sister aircraft Avro Lancaster B Mark II, LL725 

'EQ-C', of No. 408 Squadron RCAF, on the 

ground at Linton-on-Ouse, Yorkshire. Armour-

ers are backing a tractor and trolley loaded 

with a 4,000 lb HE bomb ('Cookie') and incen-

diaries under the open bomb-bay. LL725 was 

lost over Hamburg on 28/29 July 1944. 

 

Took-off at 2348 hrs from Linton-on-Ouse to 

attack Leipzig. Crashed in the Netherlands in 

the area off Paal close to the Belgium boarder 

near the port of Antwerpen. 

 

The crash site was located by Dutch Historian 

Jaap Geensen. In 2014 Jaap had contacted 

the society to see if we could help in identifying 

wreckage he had located on the coast-line 

near the small village off Paal, our chairman 

David King was able to identify these parts in 

particular a wing section as from a Avro Lan-

caster.  

Illustrations of the fitting on the aircraft and line drawing.  

The wing section as found by Jaap and identified as the Aileron 

hinge attachments by David King  



F/Lt Elmer Stanley Winn and F/O. James 

Richard Leaman  

Flying Officer (Air Bomber) John Raymond 

Bonneville  

P/O Reginald Herbert Wade  



Burial details: 

 

Flight Lieutenant (Pilot) Elmer Stanley Winn J/8840 R.C.A.F. Age 23. 

Schoonselhof Cemetery Plot IVa. Row C. Grave 34. 

Son of Fred L. and Edna M. Winn, of Stouffville, Ontario, Canada. 

 

Sergeant (Flight Engineer) Ellis William Bolt 642443 R.A.F. Age 24. 

Schoonselhof Cemetery Plot IVa. Row C. Grave 35. 

Son of Leslie and Polly Bolt, of Northampton. 

 

Flying Officer (Navigator) James Richard Leaman J/24215 R.C.A.F. Age 21. 

Schoonselhof Cemetery Plot IVa. Row C. Grave 32. 

Son of Richard Ernest and Florence May Leaman, of Calgary, Alberta, Canada. 

 

Flying Officer (Air Bomber) John Raymond Bonneville J/25732 R.C.A.F. 

Schoonselhof Cemetery Plot IVa. Row C. Grave 31. 

 

Pilot Officer (Wireless Op./Air Gunner) Reginald Herbert Wade J/86403 R.C.A.F. Age 26. 

Schoonselhof Cemetery Plot IVa. Row C. Grave 41. 

Son of Timothy Wade, and of Violetta L. Wade, of Aurora, Ontario, Canada. 

 

Technical Sergeant (Air Gunner) Norman H. H. Brown 10601604 U.S.A.A.F. 

Ardennes American Cemetery Neupré, Belgium. Plot B. Row 29. Grave 15. 

Entered Service From New York 

 

Pilot Officer (Air Gunner) Eldore Dramnitzki J/88338 R.C.A.F. Age 22. 

Schoonselhof Cemetery Plot IVa. Row C. Grave 27. 

Son of Gottlieb and Caroline Dramnitzki, of Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada. 

 

Page construction and research by David King and Alexander King. Special thanks to Jaap Geensen for crash site 

photos and site location details, and additional information from the Bonneville and Dramnitzki familys, Bill Chorley 

Bomber Command Losses and C.W.G.C.  

Grave of T/S. Norman H. H. Brown 

The preceeding article (some photos omitted ) has been reprinted with the helpful & kind           

permission of the Aircrew Remembrance Society UK.  If any of our readers feel they might have 

information on the family of Fred and Edna Winn of Stouffville, ON or the family of Timothey and 

Violetta Wade of Aurora, ON please contact David at, lanc424@yahoo.co.uk or simply hit the          

return button and send to the editor James Allan for forwarding to David King. 

Pilot Officer Eldore Dramnitzki 



Supporting Air Cadets 

79 Lynton Davies Squadron, Port Colborne, ON 

87 Eagle Squadron, Welland, ON 

611 Harvard Squadron, Port Colborne, ON 

434 Niagara Chairman Bill Heron and Secretary 

Treasurer, George Groff visited local Niagara Air 

Cadet Squadrons presenting a cheque to each 

one in furtherance of 434 Niagara’s support to    

them.  Chairman Bill Heron is shown making the 

presentation to each Squadron. 

Membership Chairman Report  

Membership now stands at 34.  I will be contacting members about renewal when I get  back from Hilton 
Head. 

On a sad note, Jaro Petruck has been moved to a nursing home. If anybody would like to visit him,  he is 
at Niagara Gardens, 181 Niagara st St Catharines. 

 Also Don Weaver has been quarantined at Portal Village in Port Colborne. He is in room 250 and would 
appreciate a phone call. 

C Leguerrier 

Membership 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Giant Tiger 

Wayne Zatorski – Store Owner 

200 Fitch St., Welland, ON, L3C 2V9 

(905) 735-0963 

 

M.T. Bellies 

Tap & Grillhouse John Clark 

871 Niagara St., Welland, ON  

(905)-788-9474 

 

Sobeys 

Ron Kore 

110 Highway # 20,  

Fonthill, ON  L0S 1E0 

 

McDonalds Restaurant 

Joanne Martin 

569 Main St. W., Port Colborne, ON 

 

               Sponsors 

Serge Maveev 

Owner operator 

111 Shaw St., Welland, ON L3B 5X4 

(905)-735-4434 

 

Botanix 

Steve Moes 

1361 Rice Rd., RR2, Welland, ON L3B 5N5 

(905)-892-5832 

 

Mike Knapp Ford Sales LTD 

Mike Knapp, President 

607 Niagara St., Welland ON,  L3C 1L9 
(905)-732-3673 

 

Boggio 

Fonthill Pharmacy 

165 Hwy 20  

Fonthill, ON 

(905)-892-4994 

 

Legion 

Royal Canadian Legion Branch 4 

383 Morningstar Ave., Welland, ON 

 
 

735-3716 


