Sgt Marylin Lemay, from the National Support Element (NSE),
gives a bag of candy to Afghan girl, near Kandahar Airfield, Afghanistan
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ACTING PRESIDENT’S REPORT – ROBERT COXON
Greeting to all for the New Year.
The Wing held a successful New Years Day Levee with a fine turnout to enjoy the
band and partake of a great luncheon supplied by our much valued Ladies Auxiliary. It was
noted that many who attended were those who faithfully show up for our Friday night dinners.
My thanks to Bill Blakey for his barmanship and of course to Les Ball for having the hall set
up and clean. Bill Jack's Moose Milk was enjoyed by all as has become the norm. Thanks Bill.
16 Wing is holding its New Years Levee on Sunday January 20th and a number of our
Wing members plan to visit Borden and attend. Why not drop into the Museum for a visit
while there?
The Charter Night and Awards Banquet is scheduled for Feb. 9th and it would be great
to have to many of our members turn out in support of this event. See the notice further on in
this issue.
You may note that a committee was struck to offer input towards the Wing operation
as the few who volunteer are becoming less and less. If you have suggestions then check out
our Wing web site and email either myself or other Executive Members as listed or pick up
the phone and express yourself. Your input/help will be appreciated.
Cheers: Bob Coxon

-3-

RCAF 441 Wing Social Afternoon
Date: January 30 th , 2008
Time: 2:00 to 5:00 p.m.
Where: Wing Quarters Hwy 90
Complimentary Coffee & Sweets
Guest Speaker: LCol Harry Kowal, 16 Wing Commander
Bring a friend. Meet new Wing Members. Enjoy a game of cards, a
game of darts, or just the chance to visit and get reacquainted with old
friends.

New Year’s Levee
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The following Article is courtesy of the
Canadian Association of Veterans in United Peacekeeping:
The CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE: IS CHANGE COMING?
A recent meeting called by Dominion Command of the Royal Canadian Legion brought into
sharp focus the changing situation with regard to almost all veterans.
The Legion itself still numbers about 400,000 members but 60% of them are not veterans.
Other organizations such as the Korean Veterans Association, the Gulf War Veterans Association, the
Merchant Marine Association and any other grouping with a membership limited to "one of a kind",
face rapidly declining numbers. Other groups such as the ANAVETS and the AFAC still have
considerable strength but also face the difficulty of maintaining that strength and even trying to recruit
new members.
In the peacekeeping field we have our own CAVUNP plus the existence of the CPVA. Both
organizations began with a heavy emphasis on traditional peacekeeping operations but changes have
occurred in both groups. Now, we in CAVUNP tend a look upon CPVA. as a membership list that is
"open to anyone". CPVA tends to view us as far too stringent and narrow in our membership criteria.
The end result is two small organizations that raise the question of whether or not they should be one.
Certainly those outside our two associations tend to pose the rather simple question, "Why two"? An
historical answer does not draw much sympathy.
The declining memberships across the board raise other questions. Will the decline in numbers
result in a decline in influence in the places that matter? If so, what do we do about it? Are we better to
speak to those in authority with the six separate voices that have been represented in the last few years?
Or would one stronger and united voice be better? These are very legitimate questions and the first
flush easy answer — "No Change" may not serve us well in the long run.
At the meeting I referred to in the opening, the Legion was putting on the table an invitation to
consider change. This was not the first initiative by the Legion but it was a far more open and
considerate proposal than one rose a few years ago. You will hear more about this proposal but in
essence, the least objectionable approach was a Royal Canadian Legion Federation of Veterans in
which the current associations would retain much of their own identity while taking advantage of the
large numbers and strong infrastructure already in place within the Legion.
Each and every member needs to think about possible changes and discuss them at length.
Certainly the representatives attending AGM 2008 in Winnipeg will need to address the matter even if
the objective is nothing more than to authorize our National President to seek more information from
the Legion and other veterans' organizations.
In the Service of Peace.

O'B.
Robert O'Brien,
Chairman of the Board of Directors
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT - Jean Steane
Paid Membership renewals as of January 2nd, 2008 for
the Year July 1st 2007 till June 30th 2008.
Regular Members.
Life Members
Associate
Honorary
Total Wing Membership
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116
2
1
1
120

Ladies Auxiliary Report - Lois Ball
As I write this on behalf of President Isabel, I hope she is enjoying a well earned
holiday in Hawaii with her daughter Sharon.
We assisted with hosting the Wing’s New Years Levee. It was an enjoyable occasion
with several members wishing each best wishes for 2008. It ended nicely with the Kempenfelt
Pipes and drums performing for us.
We are hopping for another good turn out for our Wing Social on January 30 th .
Refreshments and sweets will be provided.
Plans are also under way for our 50th Anniversary Charter and Awards Banquet on
February 9 th.
The Central Region spring conference is being held at our Wing in March and we have
been asked to cater the meet and greet and the noon luncheon.
The Ladies Auxiliary hold their monthly meeting at 7:00 pm prior to the Wing General
Meeting. All ladies are welcome to come and join us.
Lois Ball, Vice President Ladies Auxiliary

Sick and Visiting - Terry Hamilton
Fruit baskets have been sent to Jo Winship and Annie
Giorgianni. A donation was made to the RCAFA Trust Fund
in memory of Past National President, Stewart Logan of Nova
Scotia. Pat Mitchell redirected her fruit basket donation to the
Building Fund(thanks Pat). The girls are doing very well,
better every day. Our President Gord, is also improving
slowly. It has been nice to see him out to the Wing in the last
month.
The Best to all in 2008!!
Always, Terry
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February 2008
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesda y

Thursday

Friday
1

Saturday
2

Friday
Dinner

4

3

5

Mixed
Darts

Closed

11

10

Mixed
Darts

Closed

17

18

Mixed
Darts

Closed

6

Snooker

7

Wing Ex
Mtg

12

13

Snooker
German
Club
Pub Darts

Wing Gen
Mtg

19

20

Snooker

8

Band
Practice

14

Band
Practice

21

Closed

Band
Practice

9

Friday
Dinner

15

Friday
Dinner

22

Friday
Dinner

Pub Darts

24

Turkey
Shoot

25

26

Mixed
Darts

Snooker

27

28

Closed

-
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Band
Practice
8th Barrie
Gp Mtg

Closed

29

Friday
Dinner

Charter &
Awards
Banquet

16

Skyliners
Band
Practice

23

Skyliners
Band
Practice

Scout Report – Jane Coxon
February is a special month for Scouts and
Guides around the world. February 22 is the
birthday of both Scouts Canada’s founder, Lord Robert Baden-Powell, and
his wife, Olave, the first World Chief Guide. Scouts and Guides celebrate this date each year
as a remembrance of Scouting and Guiding heritage.
As part of their celebration, members of 1st Holly Scout Group will be in attendance
at our General Meeting on February 13. Several members will be proudly carrying in our
Colours as well as some speaking to the Wing members about Scouting. 1 st Holly Group will
also be receiving Air Force Association badges to sew on the point of their neckers to show
that they are sponsored by 441 Wing. Come out and support our youth.
Scout/Guide week is celebrated annually from the Sunday before Thinking Day
(February 22) to the Sunday after. Both Scouts Canada and Girl Guides of Canada enjoy
celebratory events, in the spirit of camaraderie and friendship between the two organizations.
Celebrations in Barrie will be held at both the Bayfield Mall and the Kozlov Centre. These
events will be from Tuesday, February 19 to Friday, February 22 in the evenings and on
Saturday, February 23 from 11 to 3 pm. Be sure to come out and see all the fun that the
members of Scouts Canada and Girl Guides of Canada have. Also, please help “Fill A
Canoe” with non-perishable food at either location. Everything collected will be donated to
the Barrie Food Bank.
All three Scout Groups sponsored by the Wing have been hard at work earning
badges, visiting interesting places like the fire stations, camping, and hiking.
The Venturers of 1 st Holly Scout Group are planning a trip to Alberta to attend a
horse camp. To help defray the individual costs, they are holding fund raisers. One event is
at YukYuks on Saturday, April 19, 2008. The evening pans out in this way – at 7 pm a group
of musicians from the Venturers will put on a concert; and at 9 pm the comedians will be on
stage. Also for the evening there will be a terrific silent auction. Anyone wishing to go to
YukYuks can contact Scouter Deb diCamillo at 722-5916 to order tickets. The cost for the
tickets is $20.00 with $11.00 going to the Venturers for their trip.
The Beavers (5-7 years) of 8th Barrie Scout Group did a terrific thing before
Christmas. They held a very successful toy drive and collected 3 laundry hampers full of
toys, clothes and gift cards which were donated to Big Brothers/Big Sisters of Simcoe
County. Way to go Beavers. One event that was a lot of fun and learning for everyone from
senior Cubs to parents was the 2nd Annual Discover Scuba Diving Family Event on January
28 in Newmarket. What a terrific time everyone had.
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What Can “I” Do to Support The Wing?????

I CAN’T COOK – CAN’T PAINT OR LIFT ANYTHING HEAVY.
BUT WAIT ... I CAN DO SOMETHING REALLY IMPORTANT,
I “CAN” INVITE A FRIEND TO BECOME A WING MEMBER!
NOW THAT WOULD BE A GREAT WAY TO SHOW MY SUPPORT.
It’s Easy... I’ll Use the Application Form in this Issue!
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Courtesy of Legion Magazine

Veterans Organizations
and Legion Discuss the Way
Ahead
Representatives from 14
veterans organizations met with
Legion officials at Legion House in Kanata, Ont., Nov. 16 to discuss developing a closer relationship.
Legion Honorary Grand President Charles Belzile, the chairman of the Dominion Command
Veterans Unity Committee, chaired the meeting which was also attended by Dominion President Jack
Frost, Dominion Secretary Duane Daly and Membership Committee Chairman Erl Kish. Also
representing the Legion at the meeting were Defence Committee Chairman Lou Cuppens and member
Buster Brown and Lewis MacKenzie, a member of the Veterans Unity Committee.
The Legion provided a full briefing on the Legion's organization and the range and strength of
its various programs. The Legion was founded in 1926 when the Great War Veterans Association
brought together many different veterans organizations that had formed after World War I. Today, its
programs include seniors housing projects, the National Track and Field Championships for youth aged
13 to 17, the Legion Youth Leaders' Pilgrimage of Remembrance, support for the Encounters With
Canada program, national literary and poster contests, the National Remembrance Day Ceremony and
support for hundreds of cadet corps and boy scout and girl guide troops. Local charities receive about
$11.1 million from Legion branches.
The Legion's military support programs include support for the Canadian Forces championships
and show tours, Operation Santa Claus for troops serving abroad, the Nijmegen Marches, Fisher House
in Europe and Legion House at Ste-Anne's Hospital for veterans and the RCL Troop Morale Fund
which provides Tim Hortons gift certificates for Canadian Forces members stationed at Kandahar
Airfield. Following the briefing, there was a full discussion on the future way ahead to sustain the
strength and viability of the veterans community.
The Legion highlighted what it considered to be the future objectives and goals for the veterans
community and suggested a possible way to sustain identity and achieve those goals would be through
some form of federation with the Legion. Although there was no agreement to any specific future
course of action, the delegates carried a motion to continue dialogue and to meet again in October 2008.
"The response from all was very positive," said Daly. "They complimented the Legion on
taking the initiative to gather the various associations together to discuss the future and indicated their
desire to review future options with their own members before the October meeting."
Besides the Legion, the meeting was attended by members of the Army, Navy and Air Force
Veterans in Canada, the Air Force Association of Canada, Canadian Veterans in UN Peacekeeping,
Canadian Peacekeeping Veterans Association, the Royal Canadian Naval Association, Canadian Naval
Air Group, Canadian Divers Association, NATO Veterans Association, Korea Veterans Association,
Canadian Merchant Navy Veterans Association, Naval Officers Association, RCMP Veterans
Association, National Aboriginal Veterans Association and Gulf War Veterans Association.
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New Battle Honour for
Fighter Squadrons

Recognition given for
meritorious service in 1999
Kosovo air war

Quietly and without
fanfare, Gov. Gen. Michaelle
Jean approved the award of
the new battle honour
LCol Alain Pelletier, then a major, led the first Canadian
"Kosovo" for two CF-18
flight in the 1999 air campaign over Kosovo
fighter squadrons last
September. The honour, the
first to Canadian Forces units since "Gulf and Kuwait" was awarded for the 1990-91 Gulf War,
is for their role in the little-known 1999 air campaign over the Yugoslavian province of
Kosovo.
The air campaign over Kosovo - known as Operation Allied Force - was part of NATO's
attempt to end Yugoslavian president Slobodan Milosevic's brutal ethnic cleansing of
Albanians in Kosovo. Under Milosevic's direction, an estimated 10,000 people were
slaughtered, several thousand went missing and 850,000 fled their homes. Flying their CF-18
Hornets out of Aviano Air Base in Italy, 69 pilots - supported by 250 ground crew - of 425
Tactical Fighter Squadron from CFB Bagotville, Que., and 441 Tactical Fighter Squadron from
CFB Cold Lake, Alta., completed 684 combat sorties. It was the most extensive combat air
campaign undertaken by Canada's air force since the Second World War.
Comprising less than two per cent of nearly 1,000 NATO warplanes, Canadian pilots
flew almost 10 per cent of all bombing missions. Canadians also took part in combat air patrols
and close air-support missions, but bombing runs were considered the most dangerous.
Remarkably, neither 425 nor 441 squadrons suffered any losses in the 78-day bombing
campaign, conducted between March 24 and June 10, 1999. During the air war, Canadian
fighter-bombers dropped nearly 225,000 kilograms of gravity and precision-guided bombs, an
important part of the overall NATO effort that forced Milosevic to stop his vicious assault.
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New Air Force Association of Canada Mission Statement
The Air Force Association of Canada is a national aerospace and community service
organization established to: commemorate the noble achievements of the men and women
who have served as members of Canada’s air forces since its inception; advocate for a
proficient and well-equipped air force; and, support the Royal Canadian Air Cadet
program.(The Association’s new mission statement which was passed unanimously at the 58 th
AGM - resolution 08/2007)
New Aims and Objectives of the Air Force Association of Canada
Advocacy - to advocate for a proficient, well-equipped air force in Canada
Traditions - to preserve and perpetuate the glorious traditions established in Canada's air
forces since its inception.
Air Cadets- to support the Royal Canadian Air Cadets, and work closely with the Air Cadet
League of Canada.
Community - to participate in local civic and community programs identified by Wings and
to undertake charitable and other projects of both a national and local character
Civil/Military Air- to recognize achievements in civil and military aviation through the
annual awards of the Air Force Association of Canada.
( The Association's new Aims and Objectives were passed unanimously at the 58 th AGM
-resolution 06/2007)
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION
We are proud sponsors of: 102 (Silver Fox) Squadron Air Cadets; 8th Barrie Scouts,
1 st Holy Scouts, 1st Mapleview Scouts and provide support for: Barrie Minor Hockey, Barrie
Minor Soccer, Barrie Minor Base Ball, Kempenfelt Pipes and Drums, Georgian Aviation
Scholarship, and at Christmas Time: the Barrie Food Bank, Christmas Cheer, the Springwater
Fire Department and the Salvation Army.
Having a Party, Birthday, Wedding, Celebration or Reception?
Why not have it at our Hall. The Hall is Air Conditioned, Smoke Free, has an Excellent Bar
and there is also Kitchen Facilities if required. Phone (705) 722-4867 for information and
bookings. If no answer, leave a message on the answering machine. All bookings must be
made through this number.
Scrumptious Friday Dinners, complete with deserts and tea/coffee for only $6:00. Get
your ticket early on Fridays. We hate to turn people away as so frequently happens.
“The Future" is published monthly. The opinions expressed are those of the editor and
contributors and in no way reflect opinions of the Wing or the Air Force Association of
Canada, who jointly and separately assume no liability. Articles should be handed in at the
Bar, or to the Editor at email address loles@rogers.com , or FAX at (705) 737-1761 no later
than 0800 hrs on the 22 nd of the Month, preceding publication.
The newsletter "The Future" is forwarded to all Wing members by either snail mail or
email. Please try to save mailing costs by receiving your copy via email. If you have not done
so please forward your email address to the editor at loles@rogers.com
OPEN FOR YOUR ENJOYMENT
check the calender for dates when the Wing will be open!
GENERAL MEETING WEDNESDAY February 13h, 2008
General Meeting @ 8:00 p.m.
Project 441 Non-Profit Home Co p oration
Ad Astral Place, 108 Anne Street North, Barrie, Ontario L4N 6V7
Manager 727-0869, ext 25 or ext 26.
102 (Barrie Silver Fox)Royal Canadian Air Cadets: - 726-0588
Kempenfelt Pipes and Drums: Band manager - Ron Brown at 737-2280
Korea Veterans Association: Gerard Doiron 737-0776
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