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President’s Report

Dear Members,

First the good news. We’re all here, we're

all in one piece, except maybe for the creaking joints,
and we’re all back as members in this lofty (pun in-
tended) organization. As the saying goes “Neither
sleet nor rain nor snow or plaque will keep us
from our appointed mission”. Actually | just made it
up. Maybe the post office can use it.

As near as | can tell our Regional Governance is
working fine. In fact there are plans for a late Fall
General Meeting at Hamilton in the works, depending
on the development on this ongoing comedy-of-errors
unfolding as | write this. Hazmat suits are within the
realm of possibility. The big question of course is “To
Jab or not to Jab, whether it is nobler to suffer the
slings and arrows of outrageous misfortune; Or bare
one’s arm against a sea of troubles and have a nee-
dle stuck in it twice or maybe thrice.” Shakespeare
could not have said it better.

The bigger issue is not whether one is for or against
or have or have not been vaccinated. It's one’s per-
sonal decision. There may be a price to pay.

It's something that we collectively fought hard for. To
name a few things: Charter Rights, Human Rights,
and Civil Rights. These things must be absolute, as
inconvenient as it may be, and should be enforced.
Once an ‘exception’ is made, the gate is ajar. Recall
20 September 1917. That is the day on which a
‘temporary’ income tax was legislated to pay for the
war, which ended 104 years ago. Where are we
now? Just a thought.

On the home front, nothing is in the works for now.
The Executive did not want to make any commitments
for a year opener until we see where things are head-
ing. The Legion is open. At best | would speculate
sometime in October, given the new wave. Which
brings me to my second point.

Who would be interested in attending? When a date
is finally set, a memo will go out and we would really
appreciate a reply ‘will or will not attend.” A comment
has been made as to whether I'm a man or mouse in

Wing Mate September 2021

this regard (in gest). | don’t swing that way because of
the catering, if they’re still there, and will there be
enough people to go ahead? Another consideration
would be if it was feasible to book a night at a restau-

rant. Yick (Cgennbouich

TRESPASS HERE
AND FIND OUT

110 Black Hawk Squadron

Royal Canadian Air Cadets

The August 18, Air Cadets Ontario Newsletter states:
“Vivid 19 Update: Under instruction from the CAF, in-
person activities are not permitted at this time. This
includes: Sqn activities, SSC activities, and in- person
meetings of any design. We will provide updates as
they become available.”

S0,110 Squadron will continue training virtually under
the leadership of Major K. Vieneer (for one more
year).

He will be replaced next year by Capt Kita Williams

( née de la Espriella), who recently gave birth to her
first child, Emma.

Our President, Nick Czernkovich attended the virtual
Final Parade in June and was quite impressed with
the Squadron.

Ceedle
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Our Chartty...
The North York Women’s Shelter

Today we are launching a new artist collec-
tion on the NYWS Shop. You are among
the first to find out! Our new feature artist is
Alejandra Higuera and the art she is sharing with
us is called, “A Moment to Heal.”

The shop is an online store where you can buy
items featuring art from incredible BIPOC art-
ists. The profits from every purchase are then
shared between our contributing artists and
NYWS.

The store lets you browse collections of sever-
al artists, and then choose an item you’d like.
As soon as you place your order, the artwork
is printed on your item and shipped to you.

Items include: Wall Art & Clocks, Tote Bags,
Coffee Mugs, Greeting Cards & Notebooks,
Blankets & Pillows, Phone Cases and Laptop
Sleeves

Since our launch at the end of 2020, we have
heard your feedback and have made a few
changes. Exciting new products have been add-
ed to all artist collections, and we have engaged
a new vendor that will help reduce shipping time
and costs.

Throughout the year, we will continue to
launch new artist collections, but today is
about celebrating Alejandra Higuera Alejandra

strongly believes in the power of art to create
social change and healing. Her work explores
issues of migration, feminism, memory, spiritu-
ality and the many ways in which we can cre-
ate healing spaces.

Thank you for your support,

Lindsay Sweeney-Hockin
Director of Development

Alejandra Higuera is a multidisciplinary, visual
storyteller working in video, animation, projection,
and illustration. Her work focuses on themes of
migration, feminism, memory, grief, and ritual by
centering the intricate stories of immigrant, queer,
and BIPOC resilience and exploring how healing
leads us to re-imaging ourselves. She is commit-
ted to creating spaces for dialogue about the
complexities of our experiences and that cele-
brate our differences. As a Latinx artist, Alejandra
supports our ever-changing identities, resisting
homogenization through a decolonizing lens.

Shop online:

https://nywsshop.ca/collections/a-moment-to-heal
-by-alejandra-higuera/products

Profits from your purchase will be shared between contrib-
uting artists and NYWS: an anti-violence centre and shelter
in Toronto.
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Boulton-Paul Defiant

Most people associate the Hurricane and Spitfire
with the Battle of Britain and, of course, they
were the mainstay of the RAF in 1940-41. But there
were others...and one was the Defiant.

For the British, the most disappointing fighter was

the Boulton-Paul Defiant. This aircraft was intended to
be used as a "bomber destroyer" because it was
thought:

“The speed of modern bombers is so great that it is
only worthwhile to attack them under conditions which
allow no relative motion between the fighter and its
target. The fixed-gun fighter with guns firing ahead
can only realize these conditions by attacking the
bomber from dead astern...”

However, between the medium bomber types used by
the Luftwaffe — the Do 17Z, the He 111P & H, and
the Ju 88A, none of these had a manned tail-gunner's
position in the rear fuselage as part of their designs,
as used during the Battle.

The Defiant was designed in 1933 and Boulton-Paul
won the contract over Hawker. The Air Ministry at the
time wanted an aircraft to fire on bombers that were
unescorted.
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“In 1933/34 we knew Germany would be our next ene-
my and at that time they would have had to overfly
France — three or four hundred miles. There was no
fighter cover, but as they always said, “the bomber
would always get through”.

By 1940, it was clear to both the RAF and
the Luftwaffe that the deadliest opponents of bombers
were single-engine, single-seat fighters with fixed, for-
ward firing armament. Apart from the extra weight and
drag imposed by the four-gun turret and second crew
member, the Defiant lacked any directly forward-firing
armament.

Should the gunner need to escape from the turret in
an emergency, the only way he could do this was to
traverse the turret to one side and bail out through the
escape hatch — but if the aircraft's electric system
was disabled, immobilizing the all-electric turret due to
its power source being knocked out, there was no es-
cape.

264 Squadron, RAF



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boulton-Paul_Defiant

Page 6

After the strong intervention of Air Chief Marshal
Hugh Dowding, who realized the Defiant was de-
signed to an unworkable concept, there were only two
units equipped with the air-
craft: 141 and 264 squadrons. On 19 July, after en-
countering Bf 109s, 141 Sqn had four Defiants shot
down, one written off and one damaged, with 10 crew
members killed or missing. Just over a month later,
on 24 August 264 Sqn suffered the loss of four Defi-
ants shot down and three badly damaged with seven
crew members killed. Both units were withdrawn from
11 Group, reequipped, and took no further part in
daytime operations. However, the Defiant was found
to be more effective as a night fighter.

It equipped four squadrons and during the win-
ter Blitz on London in 1940—41, Defiants shot down
more enemy aircraft than any other type.

The Defiant was designed as a "turret fighter", without
any fixed forward-firing guns, also found in
the Blackburn Roc of the Royal Navy. In combat, the
Defiant was found to be reasonably effective at de-
stroying bombers but was vulnerable to
the Luftwaffe's more nimble, single-
seat Messerschmitt Bf 109 fighters.

| F/Sgt E.R. Thorn (pilot, left) & Sgt F.J. |

| Barker (gunner), No 264 Squadron [¥
RAF...the war’s most successful Defiant
partnership

The lack of forward-firing armament proved to be a
great weakness in daylight combat and its potential
was realized only when it was converted to a night
fighter. It eventually equipped thirteen squadrons in
this role, compared to just two squadrons as a day-
fighter. In mid-1942 it was replaced by better perform-
ing night-fighters, the Bristol Beaufighter and de
Havilland Mosquito. The Defiant continued to find use
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in gunnery training, target towing, electronic counter-
measures and air-sea rescue. Among RAF pilots it
had the nickname "Daffy" .

264 Squadron Defiants

In the early afternoon hours of 19 June 1940, No. 141
Squadron was sent out from Hawkinge to intercept a
formation of German Bf 110s which was reported
to dive-bomb shipping over the Channel. Unusually
for this very wet July, the day was bright and perfectly
clear, with no clouds in sight and visibility stretching
many miles in every direction. As the formation of
nine British aircraft crossed the coast en route to their
designated target, they were spotted by a group of Bf
109s sweeping high above along the English coast-
line.

Undetected, the German fighters positioned them-
selves in the sun and then dived onto the climbing
fighters, their guns blazing. In a dramatic short com-
bat. The totally surprised British lost six of their air-
craft — which happened to be the newest fighter type
in the RAF, the turret-armed Defiant. The loss of six
aircraft and crew — half of squadron strength — effec-
tively knocked out No. 141 Squadron in a single en-
gagement with the enemy. When news about No. 141
Squadron’s ordeal arrived at the Fighter Command
Headquarters, panic bells went off.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/No._141_Squadron_RAF
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/No._264_Squadron_RAF
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Night_fighter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Blitz
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blackburn_Roc
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Navy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Luftwaffe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Messerschmitt_Bf_109
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Night_fighter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Night_fighter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bristol_Beaufighter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/De_Havilland_Mosquito
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/De_Havilland_Mosquito
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Electronic_countermeasures
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Electronic_countermeasures
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Air-sea_rescue
http://spitfiresite.com/2010/07/battle-of-britain-1940-charles-gardner-broadcast.html
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Another Defiant unit, No. 264 Squadron, was immedi-
ately grounded in fear that the Germans had discov-
ered some disastrous vulnerability of the aircraft. In
due course, No. 141 was ordered to Scotland to re-
form. A month later, by decision of Air Chief Marshal
Dowding, Defiants were altogether withdrawn from
the role of frontline day fighters.

No. 264 Squadron also saw action during the Battle in
August but by now the Luftwaffe pilots had worked
out that if they attacked the Defiant head on they
could do so with complete immunity. This saw the air-
craft suffer increasing losses and as a result they
were removed from daylight operations on the 28th

August 1940. The Defiant was instead moved into a
new night fighter role, beginning regular patrols in
September 1940, which led to the Defiant NF Mk IA .
As well, a number of aircraft were installed with a
comparatively new and secret Airborne Interception
Mk. IV radar. It was in the night fighter role that the
Defiant was to have success as part of Britain's night
defences in the winter of 1940-41.
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During this period they were to shoot down more ene-
my aircraft than any other contemporary night fighter.
With the introduction of newer aircraft for night
fighting No. 264 Squadron would be the last to oper-
ate the Defiant in this role, until May 1942, when they
were replaced by the de Havilland Mosquito.

The Defiant would be involved in one of the more
mysterious episodes of the war, when on the 10th
May 1941 a pair of Defiants from No. 141 Squadron
were sent to intercept an aircraft. Despite pursuing
the aircraft they were unable to catch it. It would later
be discovered that the aircraft was a Messerschmitt
Bf 110 flown by Rudolf Hess, the Deputy Fuhrer to
Adolf Hitler...but that is another story.

The Boulton Paul Defiant would achieve the feat of
becoming, not only the RAF's first electronic counter-
measures aircraft, but the world's first. It would be
equipped with either Mandrel, which jammed the Ger-
man early warning radar known as Freya.

The other was known as Moonshine, which made a
raid appear on German radar larger than it really was.
It was in the ECM role on the 17th July 1943 that four
Defiants from No. 515 Squadron flew the types final
operational sortie.



https://www.classicwarbirds.co.uk/british-aircraft/de-havilland-mosquito.php
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Tactics & Pro-Dehiant Comments
by former factory worker Jack Holmes

Due to its vulnerability with no pilot-controlled forward-
firing guns, the Defiant required fighter escort and
used in that way it was very successful. But one can-
not concentrate on shooting bombers while there are
fighter escorts coming at you, so the idea was for the
Spitfire and Hurricane squadrons to keep the German
fighters busy.

Quite often the Defiants were left to their own devices
and 264 Squadron proved themselves to be quite ca-
pable. 264 S/L Phillip Hunter developed the defensive
manoeuvre called a descending spiral.

The Defiants would fly in a circle lower and lower and,
as they descended, the bottom plane would go to the
top and so on, so they had a 360 degree field of fire. It
was a system that worked very well. With this tactic,
264 held their own, but 141 squadron did not use the
defensive spiral and paid the price. The loss of double
the aircrew per aircraft was not acceptable at a critical
time of the war in the air and this is when the damag-
ing bad press was born — and the Defiant really never
recovered from it.

The press ruined it and everyone believed what the
press said — that the Defiant was a ‘turkey’ or a
‘death trap’. But | have spoken to a lot of the men who
flew them; one in particular was Fred Barker, the air
gunner with Pilot Sgt ER Thorne who flew the famous
Defiant in the period of the Battle of Britain and who
shot down 13 planes. Fred Barker loved it.

It was a lovely aircraft to fly apparently, but | think the
reason the Defiant didn’t perform so well in the Battle
of Britain was the fault of [Air Chief-Marshal Hugh]
Dowding and [Air Chief Marshal Keith] Park . When
they got short of fighters they threw the Defiant
squadrons in on their own — and that was the downfall
of the Defiant I'm afraid. It wasn't a conventional
fighter, it was a bomber-destroyer and was designed
as such. Too often the Defiants were expected to pro-
tect airfields against fighters. It could fire over and
above the head of the pilot to a certain extent, but it
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couldn'’t fire fully forward because it wasn’t synchro-
nized with the propeller. It fired at an angle of about
35 — 40 degrees so the pilot would dive and they
would fire forwards. But apart from the propellers, if
the pilot had put his arms out the gunner would have
shot his elbows off!

But using it against enemy fighters was a tactical
blunder. John North [Boulton Paul’s chief aircraft de-
signer] said: “l could put guns in the wings” but the Air
Ministry said no, that would be defeating the object
because the gunner was the man in charge. He told
the pilot the best situations to get into for firing at the
bombers.

Of course more and more Hurricanes and Spitfires
came on line be-
cause of the Defi-
ant’s Achilles
heel. But, as |
said before, if
they had used it
for what it was
intended for it
could have been
a successful air-
craft. When you
consider the Defi-

antshotdownthe ...\ i+51p STORY OF
first 100 aircraft —

only just over THE BATTLE OF BRITAINS

1,000 Defiants

were built — now how does that ratio of kills compare
to the Spitfires and Hurricanes? | have the silver sal-
ver that was given to 264 Squadron by the company
in December 1941 for shooting down the first 100 aer-
oplanes — so how can they say the Defiant was a tur-
key?”

Timry aca e s she s s el B s and b o/ 1941
'M-—-i-h—-—--—-hh*—l‘d—k-t-.— T
- .

Darid Puvhand, duwinne of Spighre

ROBERT VERKAIK

There were a lot of aircraft that were retired at that
time like the Fairey Battle and the Blenheim that had
outlived their usefulness, but | still think the Defiant
could have been useful if it had been used in the right
way. Continued on next page...
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“‘When we were in the factory during the war, it used
come across the Tannoy: ‘The Defiants were in oper-
ation last night; they got X amount of planes’ and a
great cheer would go up. It was quite a morale boost-
er. It was a very successful night fighter.

Many Defiants were converted to target tugs later on
in the war, and a number were built as dedicated tar-
get tugs. In this role they were used both at home
and in the Middle and Far East. Defiants were also
used for air sea rescue, carrying air dropped din-
ghies.”

Two Defiant TT Mk Is were sent to Martin-Baker in
December 1944 so they could be used by the compa-
ny to test their ejection seats. The first dummy trials
started in May 1945. The Air Ministry would also con-
duct their own trials using a Defiant until March 1947.
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February 1943 saw Defiant production end. A total of
1,064 had been built.
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Defiants versus Heinkels, 1940

The Hawker Hotspur lost out to the Boulton-Paul Defi-
antin 1937 due to production delays . It had a single
forward-firing gun as well as a rear-firing turret and was
faster than the Defiant. Only one Hotspur was built.

Hawker Hotspur




David "Bud" Hornell was born on Toronto Is-
land and spent his later childhood and adoles-
cence in Mimico. He enlisted in the RCAF in January
1941, and received his pilot's wings in September that
year. After further instruction in Charlottetown, PEI, he
was posted to the RCAF station on North Vancouver
Island. Commissioned in 1942, Flight Lieutenant Hor-
nell completed 60 operational missions, involving
some 600 hours of flying.

F/Lt Hornell was flying
a Consolidated Canso
with 162 (Bomber Reconnais-
sance) Squadron, RCAF,
from RAF Wick in Northern
Scotland, when the following
action took place for which he
was awarded the Victoria
Cross.

On 24 June 1944 on patrol near the Faroes in the
North Atlantic, Hornell's aircraft was attacked and
badly damaged by U -7225. He and his crew suc-
ceeded in sinking the submarine. Hornell then man-
aged to ditch his burning aircraft on the heavy swell.
With only one serviceable dinghy, which could not
hold all the crew, they took turns in the cold water.

When the survivors were rescued 21 hours later, Hor-
nell was blinded and weak from exposure. He died
shortly after being picked up and was later buried
in Lerwick Cemetery, Shetland Islands.

Details of The Action on 24 June 1944

Hornell was captain and first pilot of an anti-
submarine patrol in northern waters which had lasted
several hours. A fully-surfaced U-boat was sighted,
travelling at high speed on the port beam. Hornell at
once turned to the attack and the U-boat altered
course. The U-boat opened up with anti-aircraft fire
which became increasingly fierce and accurate.

At a range of 1,200 yards, the front guns of the air
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craft replied; then its starboard guns jammed, leaving
only one gun effective. Hits were obtained on and
around the conning-tower of the U-boat, but the air-
craft was itself hit, two large holes appearing in the
starboard wing. Ignoring the enemy’s fire, Hornell
carefully manoeuvred for the attack. Oil was pouring
from his starboard engine, which was, by this time, on
fire, as was the starboard wing. Meanwhile, the air-
craft was hit again and again by the U-boat’s guns.
Holed in many places, it was vibrating violently and
very difficult to control.

Nevertheless, the captain decided to press home his
attack, knowing that with every moment the chances
of escape for him and his gallant crew would grow
more slender. He brought his aircraft down very low
and released his depth charges in a perfect straddle.
The bows of the U - boat were lifted out of the water;
it sank and the crew was seen in the sea.

Hornell contrived, by superhuman efforts at the con-
trols, to gain a little height but he fire in the starboard
wing had grown more intense and the vibration had
increased. Then the burning engine fell off. The cap-
tain took his aircraft into wind and, and managed to
bring the plane down safely on the heavy swell. Badly
damaged and blazing furiously, the aircraft rapidly
settled.

After ordeal by fire came ordeal by water. There was
only one serviceable dinghy, so they took turns in the
water, holding on to the sides. Once, the dinghy cap-
sized in the rough seas and was righted only with
great difficulty but eventually two of the crew suc-
cumbed from exposure. A rescue canso could not
land in the rough water but a lifeboat was dropped
from the aircraft, falling some 500 yards down wind.
The men struggled vainly to reach it and Hornell, who
throughout had encouraged them by his cheerfulness
and inspiring leadership, proposed to swim to it alt-
hough he was nearly exhausted. He was, with difficul-
ty, restrained from doing so. The survivors were finally
rescued after they had been in the water for 21 hours.
By this time Hornell was blinded and completely ex-
hausted. He died shortly after being picked up.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Toronto_Island
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Toronto_Island
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charlottetown
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Consolidated_PBY_Catalina
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/No._162_Squadron_RCAF
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/No._162_Squadron_RCAF
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wick_Airport#RAF_Wick
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Faroes
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Atlantic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/German_submarine_U-1225
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lerwick
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“Flight Lieutenant Hornell had completed 60 opera-
tional missions, involving 600 hours’ flying. He well
knew the danger and difficulties attending attacks on
submarines. By pressing home a skilful and success-
ful attack against fierce opposition, with his aircraft in
a precarious condition, and by fortifying and encour-
aging his comrades in the subsequent ordeal, this
officer displayed valour and devotion to duty of the
highest order.”
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The Canadian Warplane Heritage Muse-
um in Hamilton, Ontario, restored a Can-
so in Hornell’s airplane’s colours and
markings in 2001.

A squadron of the RCAF Cadets in the
west end of Toronto is named after him.

A Toronto Island Airport ferry is named
after Hornell .

The Wing Operations building at CFB 14
Wing, Greenwood, Nova Scotia, is
named after him.

His VCis on loan to 1 Canadian Air Divi-
sion HQ in Winnipeg and is on display at
the Air Force Heritage Museum.



https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/hamilton
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