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December 2022 Christmas Luncheon. Photos courtesy of Doris Weir
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ROYAL CANADIAN AIR FORCE ASSOCIATION (RCAFA) MISSION STATEMENT
The RCAFA is a national aerospace and community service organization to: 

• Commemorate the noble achievements of the men and women who  served as members of Canada’s Air Forces since its inception; 
• Advocate for a proficient and well equipped Air Force; and, 

• Support the Royal Canadian Air Cadet program. 

Over 1,000sq ft for Rent at 427 (London) Wing – This includes two rooms with a bar, kitchen facilities and lots of 
parking. This clean, attractive setting is great for business meetings, small weddings, family gatherings, holiday events, 
musical concerts or any type of event you’d like to have. Holds 125.

• Call for rental rates  • Catering IS an option! Call Flo at 519-455-0430 for more information.

427 (LONDON) WING BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Director  - Chairperson Linda Brimson  linda.brimson@yahoo.com
Director Mike Watts  mwatts427wing@gmail.com
Treasurer Carolyn Ridley  roseharcm@gmail.com
Secretary
Acting Secretary Chuck Hardy  chuck.hardy@sympatico.c 
  
COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS
Vacant Positions – Food Services, Bar Officer, Entertainment, Sports, Lottery, Marketing – call Wing for info
Web-Site Simon Lemire  simonlemire@sympatico.ca
Membership Chairperson Chuck Hardy 519-452-1379 chuck.hardy@sympatio.ca
Committee Chair - Facility Tom Pillon 519 660-8099 v33hor@gmail.com
Wellness/Parkwood Liaison Hilda Smeltzer, 519-657-5759 fhsmeltzer@rogers.com
 Hazil Malone
Fundraising Linda Brimson  linda.brimson@yahoo.com
Kit Shop Fred Pettit 519 451-0467 arrow105@sympatico.ca
Euchre Club Don Clarke 519-455-9350
Air Cadet Liaison Brent Elgie 519-539-5956 lgairs@gmail.com
Advisor Rene McKinnon 519-471-8003 renemck@sympatico.ca
Advisor Frank Birch  fbirch@rogers.com
Museum, War Graves, Poppy Fund,  David Smith/Terry Rushton with Howard Johnson and advising.
Heritage/ History & Veterans’ 
Memorial, Tours  

CLUB SERVICES
Wing Manager Flo Douglas 519-455-0430
Bar Steward/Rentals Flo Douglas 519-455-0430
Padre Frank Mantz for more info, ask a member of the Executive
London Link graphic artist Cathy Wood cathyrwood@gmail.com

THE LONDON LINK - PURPOSE AND CONTENT
Six editions each year beginning with the Jul/Aug edition.

Articles of interest to all readers including items about all components of the military both of a historic and more recent nature; articles 
written by Air Cadets of all Squadrons; regular Board articles; items from all readers as space allows.

To promote the Wing to the wider and diverse population with the aim of attracting new members and/or 
seeking volunteers who may not wish to join as members.
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CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON
Food and beverage manager, Flo, with her trusty kitchen 
team of Shirley, Kim and Fred; along with extra helpers 
Rene, Howard, Carolyn Ridley and many others worked 
all week to provide a delicious turkey meal and wonderful 
celebration. The Wing was festive with tree decorations 
twinkling, Christmas sweaters and the warm feeling of 
fellowship. Photos on front cover (and of Flo below) courtesy 
of Doris Weir.

Commemorating Indigenous Veterans 
of Canada – new pin from Royal  
Canadian Legion
 Indigenous Veterans have served both in Canada’s Military 
Forces and as allies, from the formative times of the War 
of 1812 to the present. Their military contributions were 
essential to Canada’s survival in earlier times. The Royal 
Canadian Legion honours today’s Indigenous Veterans and 
their ancestors.
Duane Zaraska, the president of Métis Region 2 and an 
associate member of the Royal Canadian Legion Branch 183, 
takes pride in the new and inclusive pin honouring First 
Nations, Inuit and Métis veterans. Both Zaraska’s father 
and grandfather served in the Canadian Armed Forces. 
The commemorative Aboriginal veteran’s pin has several 
unique features, each with an intended significance. “There 
are three Indigenous groups of people in Canada, being First 
Nations, the Inuit and the Métis, and that’s exactly what we 
have put into the commemorative pin,” explained Zaraska. 
Featured as the backdrop for the poppy is a dreamcatcher, 
which has become commonly recognized as an 
Indigenous symbol.   
Hanging from the bottom of the pin are two 
feathers and between them hangs an Inukshuk, “which 
is the symbol for the Inuit people, and then around the 
dreamcatcher, they’ve incorporated a (Métis) sash right 
around the whole outside of the dream catcher,” he said.  
Zaraska added, the new pin “is more inclusive of 
all Indigenous groups because as Métis people, especially, 
we always get lumped in with the First Nations people. 
And we’re not First Nations, we’re very unique, we have 
a unique culture and that’s what makes us a Peoples. We 
always struggle for recognition . . . so having that sash 
there is very important for us.” 
[from Lakeland News Nov. 9, 2021]

Thank you, Flo!
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REMINDER 
April 1st, 2024 marks the 100th anniversary 

of the  Royal Canadian Air Force
There are special fundraising initiatives and  

celebrations from national level being planned. 
Follow 427 (London) Wing on Facebook for updates.

There is remarkable history to celebrate and many great 
veterans to remember, along with wonderful aircraft.  

A century of service and achievement.

We prepare
Canadian, Quebec,

and U.S. returns.

Phone: (519) 457-7670
Fax: (519) 457-1015

owned and operated by

Year round service.
Computerized preparation.

Bob and Fran Rossi,
Christina Therrien

1920 Dundas Street 
Unit 118

London  ON 
N5V 3P1

argyletaxservice.com
Email: argyletaxservice@gmail.com
argyletaxservice.com
Email: argyletaxservice@gmail.com

Spitfire model presentation 
at Wing to Tom Hennessy
Attendees at the Wing’s Dec 16, 2022, 
Christmas lunch witnessed a special 
presentation. 100-year-old Veteran Tom 
Hennessy received a customized 
Spitfire aircraft model from modeler 
and Wing member Pablo Calcaterra. 
Pablo made the model after extensive 
research into Tom’s wartime flying 
records in the U.K. Pablo was visibly 
happy and honoured to present 
the glass-enclosed Spitfire to Tom. 
Pablo spoke eloquently with love and 
gratitude for Tom’s service in Malta 
during WW II and understands how 
vital it is to always remember those 
serving members who did not return 
home. For his part, Tom was beaming 
with surprise and amazement at 
Pablo’s research and modelling efforts. 
Every detail is correct, down to the 
letters “T” and “M” on either side of 
the roundel, which spells out “TOM”. 
Tom’s crewmates added a nod to Tom’s 
Irish heritage and Pablo recreated that 
artistic detail, too. CTV London sent a 
reporter and videographer and London 
Free Press attended.
Well done, Pablo! The photos say it all.

The Spitfire
Spitfire, also called Supermarine 

Spitfire, the most widely produced 
and strategically important British 
single-seat fighter of World War II.  

It is renowned for winning  
victory laurels in the Battle of Britain 

(1940–41).
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Euchre Anyone?Euchre Anyone?
THURSDAYS AT 1:00 p.m.

427 (London) Wing RCAF Association
2155 Crumlin Road (north of Airport)

All Welcome  
Wing Membership Not Required

Only $2.00 a week
Phone (519) 455-0430 for info. 

No need to reserve.
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Life Membership for RCAF Association members 90 and over
During the 2022 (Biennial) General Meeting (BGM) of the RCAF Association, held 
in Hamilton, ON (14 to 16 October) the delegates representing 71.5% of the 
Regular members unanimously approved a motion to offer life membership at no 
charge to all RCAF Association veteran members-in-good-standing who have 
reached the age of 90.
This motion expands on the offer made several years ago to veterans/RCAF 
Association members who have reached the age of 100.
If you are 90 years of age and older, and you are a member-in-good-standing 
of the RCAF Association, please write to accounts@airforce.ca and request ac-
tivation of a life membership. We respectfully request your birthdate, and your 
membership number.
Neither the resolution nor the constitution nor federal legislation can allow for 
reimbursement of membership fees already paid by eligible members.
For those interested, once you have been converted to life membership you are 
authorized/entitled to wear a special blazer badge that includes a “Life Member” 
banner, under the RCAF Association gold-wired crest; and, you are also autho-
rized/entitled to wear a very handsome “Life Member” gold bar pin. These items 
are available for purchase, for those Life Members interested.
Thank you for your understanding. Wendy and Dean look forward to responding 
to individual requests for assistance, and to responding to Wing requests sent 
on behalf of eligible members in their Wings.
Please do not hesitate to write to director@airforce.ca or call 613-612-
7223 or 866-351-2322 should you have any questions.
427 Wing is awaiting a reply on the cost of the special blazer badge and gold 
bar pin.
Congratulations to all those having attained “Freedom 90!”

Happy Groundhog Day
February 2
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AREA VETERANS REMEMBERED
Local businesses are encouraged to sponsor a Canadian veteran photo and story. These four veterans from 

London and surrounding counties. The plaques are now hanging in the museum room of the Wing.
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CHAIR REPORT by Linda Brimson
1. 427 Wing Board needs help from people interested in 

getting grant details and other fundraising.
2. There are committee positions, adviser positions and 

board member positions open.  Currently seeking a 
Secretary for the Wing.

3. Our current Board Treasurer, Carolyn Ridley will resign at 
end of January. After an extensive hunt for a new Treasurer, 
the Board search was unsuccessful. After discussion and 
input the Board has created a new outline of split treasurer/
bookkeeper duties. Our current bookkeeper, a staff 
member at a local accounting/tax firm has been assisting 
with Wing financial duties since 2021. We pay a reasonable 
monthly stipend for her to expand her duties and work 
with our new volunteer Treasurer, Rahwa Mengsteab 
Fessehaye as Rahwa learns more about the Treasurer role 
and the 427 Wing organization. The Board is grateful for 
Carolyn’s service to the Wing, and her valuable input to be 
sure the Wing is compliant in financial matters.

4. Need a small committee to come up with future plan/
projects for 427 Wing. What should be our priorities re: 
maintaining the building, small and bigger projects/
expenses.?

5. How will 427 Wing celebrate RCAF Centennial? – April 1, 
2024 marks 100 years.

6. Vertical Lift Update: in early 2023, the lift should be 
installed, making The Secrets of Radar Museum and 427 
Wing accessible to all. Presently the washrooms in the 
Wing part of the building, are not accessible to wheelchairs, 
people with walkers, and others needing a “lift” from the 
west side of building.

7. 427 Wing will participate in July 1st 2023 Canada 
Celebrations in downtown London with a display.

What are you reading? Or watching? 
Please send book suggestions of titles you’ve enjoyed. 
There are lots of avid readers/viewers among Wing 
members. We’d love to hear your recommendations.
Director Linda is currently enjoying the new John Grisham 
novel, The Boys from Biloxi. BritBox/Acorn TV crime shows 
are also a favourite such as Vera, Silent Witness.
You can send an email to linda.brimson@yahoo.com.to 
share your top picks in a future issue.

You can find some 
“recommended reading” in PDF 
format from the RCAF at:  
www.canada.ca/en/department-
national-defence/services/
military-history/history-heritage/
popular-books.html. 
Here are two: 
The Creation of a National Air 
Force
is about how the RCAF became 
a national institution.

Canadian Airmen and the First 
World War
First in a projected 4-volume 
series on the history of the Royal 
Canadian Air Force (RCAF). The 
4 volumes cover the RCAF from 
before its start on April 1, 1924. 
They continue until it was ab-
sorbed into the tri-service Cana-
dian Armed Forces on February 
1, 1968. This volume covers the 
pre-history of the RCAF during 
the First World War.
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Protect.
Maintain.

Save.

KROWN©

Rust Protection Company

565 Glasgow Street
London, ON N5W 6E5

Ph: 519-432-3337
F: 519-432-9021

beu.krown@on.aibn.com

Owner: Mike Beukeboom

My favourite sound 
is shuffling cards

www.londonaudiology.com

Call us today!
519-435-1899
387 Burwell Street,

London, ON

If you are not hearing well or do 
not wear your hearing aids, we 

can help!  
 

We offer no-obligation second 
opinions! 

London Audiology Consultants is an 
independent clinic, locally owned and 

operated for 30 years.

ADVERTISE IN THE LONDON LINK
Call 519-455-0430  for details!

519-668-3360 | 746 Wharncliffe Rd South | www.outnbackcatering.ca

Family DayFamily Day
Monday February 20Monday February 20
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Benefits Payment Calendar 2023
Below are dates for recurring Government of Canada benefit payments administered by Canada
Revenue Agency. If you signed for direct deposit, payments will be made to your bank account.

CANADA PENSION AND OLD AGE SUPPLEMENT and GUARANTEED INCOME SUPPLEMENT
January 27, February 24, March 29, April 26, May 29, June 28,

July 27, August 29, September 27, October 27, November 28, December 20
GST / HST CREDIT

January 5, April 5, July 5, October 5

ONTARIO TRILLIUM
January 10, February 10, March 10, April 6, May 10, June 9, July 10, August 10, September 8, October 10, 

November 10, December 8, 

VETERAN DISABILITY CREDIT
January 30, February 27, March 30, April 27, May 30, June 29, July 28, August 30,September 28, October 30, 

November 29, December 21

 CLIMATE ACTION INCENTIVE
January 13, April 14, July 14, October 13

One-Time $500 Canada 
Housing Benefit Payment 
The federal government is offering a 
one-time top-up to the Canada Housing 
Benefit that aims to help low-income 
renters with the cost of renting. You 
may be eligible for a tax-free one-time 
payment of $500 if your income and the 
amount that you pay on rent qualify.
If you were at least 15 years old on 
December 1, 2007, your principal 
residence was in Canada, you are a 
Canadian citizen to tax purposes. and 
filed your 2021 income tax, had a net 
family income of less than $35,000 or 
individual income of less than $20,000 
and paid at least 30% of your net 
income in rent, you may qualify.
To apply for this new federal one-time 
payment, you do not need to receive 
other housing benefits such as the 
Canada Housing Benefit, which is co-
funded and delivered by the provinces 
and territories.

Applications are open until Friday, 
March 31, 2023.

For more information and to apply, 
visit www.canada.ca/en and search 

for Canada Housing Benefit.

New subscribing ability for 
Ontario Pharmacists
A new provincial regulation allows 
pharmacists to treat 13 common 
ailments.The  Ontario government says 
the move will make it more convenient 
for Ontarians to get the help, free up 
doctors to care for more complex 
illnesses and reduce wait times. The 
conditions include:
Hay fever (allergic rhinitis)
Oral thrush (candidal stomatitis)
Pink eye (conjunctivitis; bacterial, aller-
gic and viral)
Dermatitis (atopic, eczema, allergic 
and contact)
Menstrual cramps (dysmenorrhea)
Acid reflux (gastroesophageal reflux 
disease (GERD))
Hemorrhoids
Cold sores (herpes labialis
Impetigo
Insect bites and hives
Tick bites (post-exposure prophylaxis 
to prevent Lyme disease)
Sprains and strains (musculoskeletal).
Urinary tract infections (UTIs)
Ask your local pharmacy for details.

Climate Action Incentive
The Climate Action  Incentive Payjment 
(CAIP) is a tax-free amount paid to help 
individuals and families to offset the 
cost of the federal pollution pricing. 
Leading economists have explained 
that a carbon tax is a cost-effective way 
to reduce fossil fuel emissions because 
it encourages individuals to lower their 
emissions and encourages high-emitting 
manufacturers to innovate to greener 
technologies. They believe that a 
sufficiently robust and gradually rising 
carbon tax will replace the need for 
various carbon regulations that are 
less efficient. The CAIP is available to 
residents of Alberta, Saskatchewan, 
Manitoba and Ontario.
The federal government has changed 
the payment method for the CAIP from 
a refundable credit claimed annually on 
personal income tax returns to quarterly 
tax free payments made through the 
benefit system that started in July 2022.
You do not need to apply to receive 
the payment for the CAIP. The Canada 
Revenue Agency will determine your 
eligibility when you file your income tax 
and benefit return and will send you 
payments if you’re entitled to them. 

DID YOU KNOW... The Canada Pension Plan, established in 1965, enhanced in 1996 due to aging population and again 
in 2017 to help compensate for the decline of workplace pensions, manages $532B in investment assets, one of the 

largest pension funds in the world ?
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J
B

TRUCKS & CARS

TRUCKS / CARS / REAL ESTATE

Cris Battaglia
General Manager

Text only (519) 532-6610
Cris@jbtrucksnstuff.com

SUN REAL ESTATE 
John Brotzel

President
Se Habia Espanol – B.B.B.

Tel: (519) 432-5000
Fax (519) 268-2789

Toll Free: 1 (866) 738-8817 • Cell: (519) 281-2669

Cody Hall
Sales / Service
Cell: (519) 670-5530

cody@jbtrucksnstuff.com

5074 Dundas Street, NOM 2PO 4 miles east of London

LONDON LINK SUBMISSION DEADLINES:
January/February: December 18th   •  March/April: February 15th.    May/June: April 17th  •  July/August: June17th.  

September/October: August 18th  •  November/December: October 18th.
Please forward any articles that you consider of value to the Wing members and we will do our best to get it to print. 

Sometimes submissions are of such a size that we then make them a two, or three part series.
Looking forward to hearing from you and sharing your photos, stories etc with our members.

(For good reproduction at reasonable size, photos should be fairly high resolution)

BIRTHDAY BRATS
JANUARY HAPPY BIRTHDAY WISHES

Veronica Brett, Brent Elgie, Paul Gagnon, John Getliffe, 
Torben Haarbye,  Delores Lloyd, Dave McCarter and Ray 

Pritchard
 

FEBRUARY HAPPY BIRTHDAY WISHES
  Bruce Tapp, Tom Johnston, and Frank Mantz

“The older the fiddler, the sweeter the tune.”
~English Proverb
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Calendarkart.com 
 

JANUARY 2023 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

JANUARY 2023

FEBRUARY 2023

EUCHRE

EUCHRE

EUCHRE

EUCHRE

EUCHRE

EUCHRE

EUCHRE

EUCHRE

EUCHRE

LUNCH

LUNCH

LUNCH

LUNCH

LUNCH

LUNCH

LUNCH

LUNCH

LARC

LARC

LVRC

MAC

MAC

BCC

BCC

WT

WT

LARC

LARC

WDs

March 17th. Friday, St. Patrick’s Day
March 31, Friday. 99th Anniversary of the founding of the RCAF. 

The actual day is Saturday, April 01.
April 07, Friday - Good Friday the Wing is closed.


