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President’s Message

Hang in there one more month and we’re on to sun-
shine, lollypops and rainbow weather. This has cer-
tainly been an interesting winter. I have a street-
parking permit so I had lots of snow shoveling oppor-
tunities in February to develop my shoveling skills. It
developed into a test of determination between the
snow-plough and me. Each time I parked I had to get
out the snow shovel and dig a hidey-hole to put my
car into. Invariably the plow returns and buries my
car with about 2-2.5 feet of, soon to be ice, snow. My
street is one of the chosen few in Toronto that gets
ploughed several times each snow event. There are
some cars there that probably won’t be leaving ‘till
April. Should have been a ‘Seinfeld’ episode.

Recently my 93-year-old mom developed a nasty
cough, after having taken her round of meds her doc-
tor arranged for an ambulance to send her to the
Emergency Dept. of her usually excellent hospital for
cautionary chest x-rays and other tests; the name of
which is withheld to avoid the embarrassment and
protect the totally incompetent. She was held over-
night in the emerge for observation and tests and re-
leased the next afternoon; all is well. So big deal you
say. Wait for it. My mom has been an invalid for a
number of years; her left knee (artificial) has been re-
moved because of an infection and treatment so she
can’t bend that leg (a temporary condition). She is a
small but rather heavy woman travelling in a wide
wheel chair add to it the leg support. At home she
goes from bed to her chair and so on by a portable lift.
Now the scene is set. When the emerge dept. called to
release her asking how she travels I said by wheelchair
taxi, I will bring her chair but they will need the lift
device. No problem, so they say. Here is when the fun
starts; her particular cubicle didn’t have one. She is in
a small cubicle with the usual paraphernalia. A smart-
ass orderly comes I tell him how she needs to be
moved. I get a polite smirk and a ‘we’ve done this be-
fore’ and then he sees my mom. First there are 2 peo-
ple trying to lift her, then three and now four. They
have the wheelchair wedged in the door with the leg
support still on it. Remember this is a really tight
space. Finally my mom is suspended between the four
of them. But now they find they can’t turn realizing
Mr. Smart-ass did not release the brake on the bed.
They shuffle this way and that. They can’t put her
back, get her in the chair, can’t put her down. She is in
a panic they’re in a panic, grunting, sweating and call-
ing for help. They're stuck. A fifth one rushes in, more
accurately crawl in on hands and knees to release the
brake on the bed so it can be moved over along with a
chair and cabinet. Finally unceremoniously dumped

in her chair upset but no worse for the experience.
Mom’s fine, she is laughing at this now. A general con-
gratulatory sigh of relief goes up, I'm sure they can’t
wait to see the back of her. One small glitch remains;
she is practically naked, clad in only the ubiquitous
hospital gown and its February. Yep her clothes, shoes
and overcoat are siting on the chair that was in their
way. I'll leave the rest to your imagination; it was not
pretty.

I will not be attending the next General Meeting on
March 11th. John Wreglesworth will be in control of
the talking stick. The cadet unit I work with will be
spending a week at Fort Drum, 10th Mountain Divi-
sion. These US bases are amazing for all the stuff they
have and can’t do enough for the cadets from Canada.
All we have to is show up and it’s all ar-

ranged .

Only in TEXAS
DO

NOT TOUC
NOT ONLY WILL THIS KILL
YOU, IT WILL HURT THE WHOLE
o  TIMEYOUAREDYING o

Wing Executive election will take place on 13
May. If you intend to stand for any elected posi-
tion or wish to nominate someone (please verify
that the individual will stand) then let us know so
the name can be added to the ballot and posted in
the Wing Mate. First call for nomination will be
at the next Wing meeting. The current executive
intends to stand for re-election. Please plan to
attend in any case.

With Jackie Johnston

Three cadets attended Merit Review Board inter-
views for Warrant Officer promotions on Febru-
ary 25th. Good luck to all of our candidates. On
March 2 cadets are invited to attend the 7th To-
ronto Artillery Familiarization Day. Always a lot
of fun as they pull out the big guns! March 18th is
Cadet Sports Day. Activities will include basket-
ball, soccer and volleyball.

818 Toronto Falcon Squadron CO’s Parade is
March 25th.
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110 Black Hawk Squadron

Royal Canadian Air Cadets

With Cécile Thomson

When 444 Wing folded in 2018 after 59 years in oper-
ation and having sponsored the Air Cadet Squadron
for 40-plus years of its existence, it was decided that
the $446.59 left in the bank account should go the
squadron.

The money order was presented to the squadron
(literally our last penny) to be applied towards the
purchase of a new banner.

With so many more items on the wish list, the CO de-
cided to meet with the parents to explore new ways to
raise funds. (More on this next month.)

A March Break trip has been planned for 40 cadets
and four staff to visit Ottawa. As the only member of
the SSC available for a mid-week excursion, I have
been designated to accompany the group from March
13th to the 15th. o

Amelia Earhart

1897-1937

melia Earhart first became interested in flying

after attending a stunt-flying exhibition in her
late teens. A pilot spotted Amelia and her friend and
swooped low to frighten them.

“I am sure he said to himself, ‘Watch me make them
scamper,” she exclaimed. Earhart, who felt a mixture
of fear and pleasure, stood her ground. As the plane
swooped by, something inside her awakened.
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“I did not understand it at the time,” she admitted,
“but I believe that little red airplane said something
to me as it swished by.”

In 1920, pilot Frank Hawks gave her a ride that would
forever change her life.:

“By the time I had got two or three hundred feet off
the ground, I knew I had to fly.”

Amelia Mary Earhart was born in
Atchison, Kansas on July 24, 1897. She defied tra-
ditional gender roles from a young age, playing
basketball, taking an auto repair course and brief-
ly attending college.

Amelia’s sister Muriel started attending school at St.
Margaret’s College in Toronto. During Christmas va-
cation Amelia visited Muriel in Toronto. While there,
Amelia encountered wounded soldiers returning to
Canada from the World War I battlefields and was
shocked at their condition. Instead of completing
school in Rydal, she became a volunteer nurse at
Spadina Military Convalescent Hospital in Toronto.

Amelia in 1918 at To-
ronto’s Spadina Military
Hospital (Knox College)
working as a voluntary
nurse for the Voluntary
Aide Detachment

“I think that I can attribute my aviation career to
what I experienced here in Toronto.” Earhart said in a
speech to The Canadian Club in 1932. “Even though I
worked from 7 o’clock in the morning until 7 o’clock
at night, I found time to visit — well, they were hardly
airports, they were flying fields . . . I had a chance to
see the fliers.”

“Perhaps there is some of the romance, because they
were very young and very handsome, taking off in the
airplanes, and I remember the sting of the snow in
my face as I stood behind the planes and the propel-
lers whirled and blew it back on the spectators.


https://www.history.com/topics/us-states/kansas
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Amelia Earhart Cont’d

“I think the aviation bug entered my system at that
time and probably never left, because I went back to
the States and went to California and took my first
ride in 1920.”

After the war, Amelia returned to the United
States and enrolled at Columbia University in New
York as a pre-med student. During her time there,
her parents reconciled after a separation and moved
to Los Angeles, California. After just one semester at
Columbia, Amelia decided to move to Los Angeles to
be with them. It was on the West Coast that she first
developed her interest in flying.

In January 1921, she started flying lessons with female
flight instructor Neta Snook, working as a filing clerk
at the Los Angeles Telephone Company to help pay for
the lessons.

Later that year, she purchased her first airplane, a
secondhand Kinner Airster. She nicknamed the yellow
airplane, “The Canary.”

Pt =

The Kinner Airster “Canary”

Amelia succeeded in using her Airster to set a wom-
en’s altitude record of 14,000 feet in October of 1922
at Rogers Field in Los Angeles.

In 1923, she became engaged to Sam Chapman, but
ended the relationship with him in the summer of
1928. She also had to sell The Canary. In 1924, howev-
er, she bought a second Kinner airplane, but soon sold
it to buy a Kissel roadster. In June of that year, she
used the car to drive her mother and herself across
America to Massachusetts, where they again could be
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near Muriel. Amelia’s parents finally divorced, and
she returned to Columbia University in September.

In Boston where she first worked as a teacher and
then as a social worker at Denison House, teaching
English to Syrian and Chinese immigrants,
Amelia and pilot Wilmer Stultz, and co-pilot/
mechanic Louis Gordon departed from Newfoundland
in the Friendship, a tri-motor seaplane. They arrived
in Wales over 20 hours later and were greeted by
cheering crowds. Amelia:

Amelia with the Friendship Fokker F7 , Trepassy,
Newfoundland, 1927

I don’t think I deserve any acclaim for being the first
woman passenger on a trans-Atlantic flight — “Stultz
did all the flying — had to. I was just baggage, like a
sack of potatoes. Maybe someday I'll try it alone.”

First Woman to Hop the Atlantic

Amelia took her first big step in becoming the aviation
legend that she is today. In 1927, Charles Lindbergh
won the Orteig Prize of $25,000, after becoming the
first man to fly non-stop and alone from New York to
Paris. In 1932, Amelia became the first woman
(and second person after Charles Lindbergh) to fly
solo across the Atlantic Ocean. She left Newfound-
land on May 20 in a red Lockheed Vega 5B and
arrived a day later, landing in a cow field near
Londonderry, Northern Ireland.

Upon returning to the United States, Congress
awarded her the Distinguished Flying Cross for
“heroism or extraordinary achievement .” She was
the first woman to receive the honor.


https://www.history.com/topics/us-states/new-york
https://www.history.com/topics/us-states/new-york
https://www.history.com/topics/charles-a-lindbergh
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Update: N.Y. Women’s Shelter

Dear Margaret,

I've just returned from a visit to our construction site
and I am so excited by the progress I just had to write
to you! The exterior walls on the top floor of our new
anti-violence centre are being put up and the roof will
be installed by early spring. Framing the interior
walls is proceeding rapidly and now, I can really see
the entire space starting to take shape. It’s amazing to
see the blueprints and drawings coming to life.

Every one of us at North York Women’s Shelter, was
humbled by the generosity and support of our com-
munity this holiday season. We received many dona-
tions in December and were thrilled to surpass our
first major milestone - $500,000 raised for our HER
Campaign. THANK YOU to all of you who do-
nated or pledged in 2018. We still have $2.5 mil-
lion to raise but with such strong momentum and
your continued generosity I am confident we will be
successful!

Mohini Datta-Ray, Executive Director

Amelia Earhart Cont’d

Later that year, Amelia made the first solo, nonstop
flight across the United States by a woman. She start-
ed in Los Angeles and landed 19 hours later in New-
ark. She also became the first person to fly solo
from Hawaii to the United States mainland in 1935.

In 1929, after placing third in the All-Women’s Air
Derby—the first transcontinental air race for wom-
en—Earhart helped to form the Ninety-Nines, an in-
ternational organization for the advancement of fe-
male pilots.

On June 1, 1937, Amelia took off from Oakland,
California, on an eastbound flight around the
world.
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It was her second attempt to become the first pi-
lot ever to circumnavigate the globe. She flew a
twin-engine Lockheed 10E Electra and was ac-
companied on the flight by navigator Fred
Noonan. They flew to Miami, then down to South
America, across the Atlantic to Africa, then east
to India and Southeast Asia. The pair reached
Lae, New Guinea, on June 29.

Amelia & Her Navigator, Fred Noonan, 1937

When they reached Lae, they already had flown
22,000 miles. They had 7,000 more miles to go
before reaching Oakland. Earhart and Noonan de-
parted Lae for tiny Howland Island—their next refu-
eling stop—on July 2. It was the last time Earhart was
seen alive. The mystery of what happened grew over
the decades. Theories abounded, including her cap-
ture by the Japanese. President Franklin D. Roose-
velt authorized a massive two-week search for the
pair, but they were never found. On July 19, 1937,
Earhart and Noonan were declared lost at sea. What
is clear is that trying to find tiny Howland Island
back in 1937 was a daunting task. To US Coast Guard
Cutter Itaska near Howland from Amelia’s plane:

"KHAQQ calling Itasca. We must be on you but can-
not see you...gas is running low..." An hour later, the
last message came in: "We are in a line position of
157- 337. Will report on 6210 kilocycles. Wait, listen
on 6210 kilocycles. We are running North and
South." The last communication. o

Terry Sleightholm


https://www.history.com/topics/us-states/hawaii
https://www.history.com/topics/us-presidents/franklin-d-roosevelt
https://www.history.com/topics/us-presidents/franklin-d-roosevelt
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Planes of the Viet Nam War  Difficulty: *** * i%

Wing Mate February 2019

1. NA Rockwell OV-10 Bronco 2. RF 8 Crusader 3. A-4 Skyhawk 4. F-4 Phantom 5.
Douglas A-1H Skyraider 6. Republic F-105 D Thunderchief 7. Grumman A-6 Intruder

8. Cessna A-37B Dragonfly 9. NA F-100 Super Sabre 10. Grumman OV-1 Mohawk

Answers to Quiz
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Jacques Marion

]t is with sadness that we an-
nounce the passing of Jacques f
Marion, of Joliettte, Quebec on E
February 27th, 2019. Jacques is
the brother of Wing member,
Cécile Thomson. When Cécile
was Recruiting Officer in 1958
she enrolled Jacques who went i@
on to spend five years in the [g
RCAF. He trained as a radar tech- |-
nician servicing the Lancasters, |
Sabres and other aircraft flown in f .
the fifties and sixties.

For the last several years Jacques was an associate
member of 444 Wing and became a regular member
of 408/437 Wing after the amalgamation. Apparently
he always enjoyed reading the Wing Mate. Jacques
has a memorial stone next to Cécile’s at the National
Air Force Museum of Canada in Trenton.

GORDON KEEN HUNTER

1924 —2019

I[t is with great sorrow, the family of Gordon an-
nounces his passing on Wednesday, January 16,
2019 at the age of 95. Much loved father of Rita and
Rosalyn; and dear 'Uncle Gord' to his nieces and
nephews, Gordon Baker, Gail Gautier, Linda Sheldon,
Janet Comeau, Annabel Stokes, Gary Colbert, Gail

Johnston, Colleen Kozak and Sharon Thorpe.
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Gordon was predeceased by his beloved wife, Ruby
and his sisters, Dorothy, Margaret, Mary and Shirley.
Always fascinated by aviation, Gordon trained as a
navigator with the Royal Canadian Air Force after
graduating from high school. Having lost school
chums in WWII, he wasted no time in setting the
course for his future. Gordon graduated from the Uni-
versity of Toronto with a Bachelor of Applied Science
Civil Engineering Degree and University of California
Berkeley with a Master of Engineering. He enjoyed an
illustrious career as a civil engineer at the Ontario
Ministry of Transportation and Communications for
more than 30 years, designing and constructing On-
tario roads and highways.

Gordon spent many happy summers with his family at
the cottage on Lake Rosseau in Muskoka and winters
along the beaches of Fort Walton, Florida after retir-

ing. You could always find Gordon with a camera in
hand as he loved photography, on the golf course or
tuned into his favourite big band music station, but
Saturday nights were always devoted to watching the
hockey game on television.

The family is incredibly grateful to the entire team at
the Sunnybrook Veterans Centre for all the care he
received throughout his years of living there and,
most recently, during his last final weeks. A celebra-
tion of life ceremony will be planned for family in the
spring when he is interred at Christ Church Gregory
Cemetery in Muskoka. (Toronto Star)

I visited Gord for about 5 years after I first met him
doing my Sunday rounds at Sunnybrook. Veterans
Wing. It wasn’t long before we made our Air Force
Association connection. Goodbye, my friend. (Terry
Sleightholm)


http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/ww2/

