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Presidents Report February 2018

I hope everyone survived the nasty weather in the latter part of January without
any incident; it certainly was a very cold few days.

We are now into 2019 and some arrangements are being made for the upcoming
months ie Banquet & Awards, Giant Tiger BBQ'’s. Air Race at Dorothy Rungeling
Airport in Welland, speaker for October general meeting just to name a few.

Once again I am appealing to our members to bring forward any ideas they might
have that might prove beneficial to the Wing and membership, all ideas will be
given due consideration, this is your Wing so let’s put the thinking caps on and see
what we can come up with.

We recently received from Ottawa notification effective January 01/2019 of
changes to the way elections are held both at the Wing and Group level, George will
let members know of these changes as they will affect our upcoming election with
the first nominations being held in March.

We have pretty well completed putting together our Wing By-Laws. This has been a
lot of work not so much for yours truly but George has worked tirelessly at his
computer making changes to the original draught after meetings and then doing
some re-wording and yet again when we received notification of the election
changes. So as an Executive/Board we will again review and once satisfied, we will
submit to Ontario Group to be dealt with accordingly. Once approved and returned
to us, we can then bring it to you the membership for your input and approval

I’'m sure by now we have all had just about enough of old man winter and are

longing for the warmer weather sooner rather than later would be nice, for now,
stay safe and keep warm.

Per Ardua ad Astra



Secretary/Treasurers’ Report

Our Wing finances are stable at $2,618.58. The recent fundraising projects are
complete and the Pocket Planner Calendars netted $289.47 while the Christmas
Card Packs netted us $195.66. Both projects were a success and if we want to
continue the Christmas Cards next year we need to expand on them to increase
our profit.

Our annual renewal for advertising in our bulletin is coming up in June 2019. Cost
per year is $75.00, so if you know of a business that may be interested, please let
me know and | will give you a letter specifying all the information they need in
order to participate

The Central Ontario Regions’ Spring Meeting will take place on Saturday, March
23, 2019 at 447 Wing, Mount Hope, Hamilton commencing at 10:30 AM. If you
wish to attend, please contact Secretary George at 905-734-4948.

The Ontario Group Convention will take place on May 17, 18 and 19, 2019 at the
Ramada Kingston Hotel and Conference Centre in Kingston. If you wish to attend,
please contact President Bill Heron.

We have secured a table at the Womens’ Air Race Classic which will end at the
Dorothy Rungeling Airport in Welland on Friday, June 21, 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM
and Saturday, June 22, 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM. We will be selling our kit shop
merchandise and will need volunteers to man our table on both days.

Giant Tiger on Fitch Street has again requested that we run their anniversary BBQ
in May. They will pay for all of the expenses and we get to keep all proceeds. We
will also be running two fundraising BBQs at Giant Tiger with one in June and one
in August. Dates will be forthcoming. We will need volunteers to work all three
BBQs.

The 434 Wings’ Annual Banquet and Awards Dinner will take place on Saturday,
June 29, 2019 at Pelham Hills Golf Course. Please keep this date open.

Submitted by; Secretary/Treasurer George



Air Cadet Report

Annual inspection dates are now set for 2019.
79 Port Colborne -June 15th morning parade
87 Welland, June 1st- afternoon parade

611 Dunnville, June 1st, afternoon parade

The Zone Air Rifle competition will be the end of February. Welland cadets
will be holding a range and aviation weekend on February 23, and 24. Port
Colborne cadets have been practicing there marksmanship on Monday
nights.

The Niagara Air Group Drill competition will be in April and squadrons are
practicing, Welland has Drill practice on Tuesday nights and Port Colborne
has Band and Drill practice on Wednesday's.

79 Port Colborne will be leaving for Vimy on April 5th.

Thanks to all Wing members who purchased the Ontario Provincial Air
Cadet tickets. The draw is April 11th, 2019. Good luck to all.

Julia Sheppard

Membership Chairman Report

Our wing membership still stands at 32 regular + 6 associates. Our
membership as all wings is going down in numbers, so if you know
anybody interested in aviation please contact me with their info.
Condolences go out to member Ray Larson who lost his wife last
month. They had been married for over 55 years. | will be
contacting you in April regarding the renewal of your membership.
There has been in increase this year for the National portion of the
dues.

C. Leguerrier Membership chairman



Kit shop News

| have available a limited Supply off Sea King helicopter
commemorative pins.

These pins commemorate the long life and commitment to this
great country.

If you need any supplies for your uniform blues and greys please
feel free to contact me buy phone 289 478 6010.

Or by email at mascitelli.mm@qgmail.com.

Michael Mascitelli
Kit Shop Director 434 Wing

Who was Tom Williams

Tom was a WW.1 fighter pilot with 14 kills and 2 or 3

unconfirmed. He won the Military Cross before the DFC was struck. He
flew with the 1st Canadian Division and with no 28 Squadron RAF. Tom
was born in October 1885 and died in July 1985 at the ripe old age of 99.

Like a lot of aviators, Tom walked away from his plane after the war not
caring if he ever flew again. He had been homesteading outside of Calgary
before the war and went back to it. Then in 1927 he heard that the Federal
Government wanted all former wartime pilots to take a refresher course at
Camp Borden. He jumped at the chance, specially he enjoyed the free trip
to a part of the country where he grew up. He took his commercial pilot’s
licence ( number 91), was certified for night flying, and got his flight
engineer’s papers (number 71).

He settled down in his native Oxford county and bought his father’s farm
in Woodstock. He married and settled down to run his and his wife’s farm.

In his fourties Tom bought a damaged Lincoln Standard biplane, towed it
home, fixed it and flew it. By 1929 he was on his third plane; he hired a


mailto:mascitelli.mm@gmail.com

married man to look after his farm and took off for a decade of stunting,
teaching, barnstorming and bush flying.

The field behind the Williams farm house was a license landing field
from 1928 to 1942 and many of the young pilots who were to fly in WW?2
got their first training from Tom.

When the war broke out, he was well in to his fifties, the RCAF did not
want him so , he eventually got a job at Fleet Aircraft as a test pilot. He
also got a job testing parachutes, dropping 25 an hour from a modified
Fleet 21M biplane, now an antique, that he flew until he stopped flying..
He flew well into his eighties and was at one time the oldest pilot in
Canada.



annne Brusselmans MBE

Anne Brusselmans Anne with some of the airmen she helped escape

The Juggernaut rolled into Belgium, Holland and Luxembourg ... On May 10, 1940, little Belgium, not much
larger than New Hampshire but the most densely populated country in Europe, was ground under the wheels of
the conquerors... Belgium was bent but not broken.

Not long after the German invasion, a knock on her door changed the Brusselmans lives forever. Anne, half
English and fluent in the language, was asked to translate BBC news broadcasts from London, which would be
clandestinely distributed to Belgian patriots. A few weeks later, she was asked to help hide Allied airmen who
had been shot down.

Anne Brusselmans, a Belgian housewife made a tremendous contribution to the Allied cause.

In the summer of 1940, following a plea for help from her Padre, she began to give shelter to Allied airmen in
Belgium who had bailed out and were trying to return to Britain.

Risking her own life on numerous occasions, Anne played a leading part in helping over 600 men return home
through the escape lines for the next four years

She helped run the “Comet Escape Line” an underground railroad that spirited downed airmen in German
occupied Belgium back to England, once involved Anne became totally immersed in those fleeing the Nazi
conquerors.

For her outstanding bravery, she was awarded the MBE, Belgian Croix de Guerre with Palm Leaf and the
Medal of Freedom with Silver Palm from General of the US Army, Dwight D. Eisenhower - she was one of only
14 Europeans given this medal. She also received the Order of Leopold Il and the Polish Medal of Resistance.

At 80 years old Anne requested of the U.S. Government that she be allowed to live out her remaining years with
her daughter in Florida, her wish was granted.



Manfred bon Richthofen
(The Red Baron)

Baron von Richthofen with one of his triplanes. (Credit: Time Life Pictures/Mansell/The LIFE
Picture Collection/Getty Images)

Manfred Albrecht Freiherr von Richthofen, also known as the "Red Baron", was a fighter pilot with the
German Air Force during World War I. He is considered the ace-of-aces of the war, being officially
credited with 80 air combat victories.

After the outbreak of World War I, Richthofen served on both the Eastern and
Western Fronts as a cavalryman and messenger. He was awarded the Iron Cross
for his daring trips along the front lines, but as the war settled into a bloody
stalemate; he grew tired of the tedium of life in the trenches. In mid-1915, he
transferred to the German air corps, serving first as a back-seat observer and later
as a pilot. The switch was anything but smooth—Richthofen crashed during his first
solo flight—but his determination eventually caught the attention of Germany’s top
ace, Oswald Boelcke, who recruited him for a new fighter squadron known as Jasta
2.

On April 21,1918 he and the Flying Circus engaged a group of British fighter planes
over Vaux-sur-Somme in northern France. As he gave chase to a Sopwith Camel
piloted by novice airman Wilfrid May, Richthofen zigzagged over enemy territory and
passed a series of Allied infantry emplacements. Australian ground troops
immediately spotted his red airplane and unleashed a storm of machine gun fire. At
the same time, May’s squadron leader, Canadian Captain Arthur Roy Brown, zeroed
in on Richthofen’s tail and fired a burst from his guns. One of the bullets—either
from Brown or the Australian gunners—struck Richthofen in the torso, seriously
wounding him. The 25-year-old crash-landed in a beet field and died moments later,
still strapped into his cockpit.



Sponsors

Giant Tiger
Wayne Zatorski — Store Owner
200 Fitch St., Welland, ON, L3C 2V9
(905) 735-0963

Performance Computers
David MacLaren
289 Lincoln St., Welland, ON L3B 4N5
(905)732-0006

Royal Canadian Legion Branch 613

Lincoln and Welland Cadet Recruitment
141Hwy, 20 East, Fonthill, ON
(905)-492-5293

M.T. Bellies

Tap & Grillhouse John Clark
871 Niagara St., Welland, ON
(905)-788-9474

The Young Automotive
Professionals

Auto & Truck Parts Super Centre
658 Main St., West HWY 3 Box 244
Port Colborne, ON K3K 5W1
(905)-835-8120

Sobeys
Ron Kore
110 Highway # 20,
Fonthill, ON LOS 1EO

McDonalds Restaurant

Joanne Martin
569 Main St. W., Port Colborne, ON

Brian Heikkila
BMO Nesbitt Burns Inc
905-685-4753

Serge Maveev
Owner operator
111 Shaw St., Welland, ON L3B 5X4
(905)-735-4434

Welland Toyota
Paul Meyers
Financial Services Manager
894 Niagara St., Welland, ON L3C 1M3
(905)-788-2200 ext 259

Botanix

Steve Moes
1361 Rice Rd., RR2, Welland, ON L3B 5N5
(905)-892-5832

Mike Knapp Ford Sales LTD
Mike Knapp, President

607 Niagara St., Welland ON, L3C 1L9
(905)-732-3673

Boggio
Fonthill Pharmacy
165 Hwy 20
Fonthill, ON
(905)-892-4994

Legion
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 4
383 Morningstar Ave., Welland, ON

K Motion Mover
John Konc
Owner
PO Box 222 L3K 5v8

Port Colborne Ont
905-835-9028



