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Board Chair’s Message — Sept 2024

| hope everyone had a good summer. | know technically it is still summer for a few more weeks but | have
always associated the Labour Day weekend with the end of summer. We have had a very quiet summer at the
Wing with only a few BBQ TGIFs, but things will start to heat up now even as the weather cools. We start with
the annual Battle of Britain ceremony at the RCAF cenotaph in City Park on Sunday 15 September (details
provided in this Gen). | hope everyone will try to make it to this important ceremony as we are the hosts for
this event and a strong turnout of the membership is needed. This is one of the few events where 416 Wing
gets to publicly show its support to the RCAF and help preserve its legacy and memory of those who made the
ultimate sacrifice. There is a reception planned at 416 Wing after the ceremony with a free BBQ lunch for
those that attend the ceremony. We are planning to hold our annual Oktoberfest party on Friday 27
September. Yes, | know it is not yet October at that time but in Germany Oktoberfest actually starts in mid-
Sept. Featured again will be sausage in a bun, Germain salads, desert, and of course beer. This was a very
popular event last year so be sure to save the date. Tickets will be available at the door but you are asked to
pre-register your attendance to ensure enough food is available. An important event will also occur on
Saturday 28 September at the Air Force Museum in Trenton when a cairn to the RCAFA will be unveiled
immediately following the Ad Astra Stones ceremony. There will be a reception at 413 Wing Trenton following
the cairn unveiling. Anyone wishing to attend should contact me so | can confirm attendance at this event. We
will also still have another BBQ TGIF on Friday 13 Sept. One more event happening this month is a special
screening of the documentary “Fallen Heroes, Their Journey Home” at the Landmark Cinemas on 11 Sept. This



documentary details Canada’s military involvement on Afghanistan. More details are contained in a notice in
this Gen.

As | mentioned, this summer has been very quiet at the Wing and that included hall rentals. This unfortunately
has had a negative impact on our financial bottom line. Although the Fall is looking a little better, we are going
to need some fundraising support to maintain our budget. Therefore, we are once again planning to hold a
MaxSold auction at the end of Nov. So please hang on to any donatable items you may have until that time. As
storage space at the Wing is very limited, | ask that you hold on to your items until we ask for them.

Finally, our Charter Night dinner is planned for 23 November this year. This will be our 75 Charter Night
dinner so | hope we can have a full turnout of our membership to celebrate this event. So please mark this
important date on your calendar.

Larry Paziuk
Board Chair

NOTICE - HELP WANTED

Looking to earn a little extra cash. We are in need of someone to perform janitorial
services at the Wing. This usually involves cleaning and vacuuming of all Wing common
areas, washrooms and kitchen. This is not an onerous task and usually /\
involves about 2 hours of work once a week. Please contact Larry

Paziuk if you are interested or know someone who is. ‘ ‘




Having lost its principal ally, Britain with its Dominions stood alone and awaited a German invasion. Churchill,
in eloquent speeches, rallied his people and expressed the determination of Britain to meet "the whole fury
and might of the enemy." It was a formidable enemy. From the north cape of Norway to the Pyrenees
stretched a vast arc of coastline from which enemy submarines, surface ships and aircraft threatened Britain's
maritime lifelines; in the air the German Air Force outnumbered the British three to one. However, Hitler
hesitated and delayed Operation Sea Lion—the invasion of Britain—to mid-September.

It was fortunate that an invasion did not come, for the forces in Britain were not yet prepared to meet such a
powerful foe. While the troops had been rescued from Dunkirk, they had been compelled to leave behind
most of their equipment. Further, many of them had not yet received adequate training. The 1st Canadian
Division, which still possessed the bulk of its equipment, therefore assumed a position of vital importance. In
July the Canadians became part of the 7th British Army Corps. This new formation, comprising British,
Canadian and New Zealand troops, came under the command of General McNaughton. It engaged in intense
preparation for a role of counter-attack against the expected German assault.

However, before a Channel crossing could be attempted, the Royal Air Force would have to be knocked from
the skies. On August 12, 1940 the German Air Force, the Luftwaffe, struck at Britain attacking the radar
stations, bombing the airfields, and engaging British fighters in an attempt to gain air supremacy. Had the
policy been continued the Luftwaffe might have been victorious, but the Germans switched to mass daylight
raids on London giving the Fighter Command the needed respite, and they were able to inflict staggering
losses on the Luftwaffe. Unable to control the air, Hitler indefinitely postponed Operation Sea Lion. The Battle
of Britain was over.

Many Canadians served in the squadrons of Spitfires and Hurricanes which repulsed the Luftwaffe in the
summer of 1940. No. 1 Fighter Squadron, RCAF, equipped with modern eight-gun fighters, became the first
Royal Canadian Air Force (RCAF) unit to engage enemy planes in battle when it met a formation of German
bombers over southern England on August 26, 1940. It shot down three of them and damaged four others
with the loss of one pilot and one plane. Its next meeting with the enemy was not as fortunate as it was
attacked out of the sun by Messerschmitts and lost three planes. By mid-October the squadron had accounted



for 31 enemy aircraft destroyed and probably 43 more destroyed or damaged. It lost 16 Hurricanes; three
pilots had been killed.

The Canadians flew with the Royal Air Force during that difficult period. No. 242 (Canadian) Squadron RAF,
which had been formed in 1939 from some of the many Canadians who flew directly with the Royal Air Force,
was now reinforced with Veterans from the French campaign and joined in the battle. On August 30, nine of
its planes met a hundred enemy aircraft over Essex. Attacking from above, the squadron claimed 12 victories
and escaped unscathed.

Canadians also shared in repulsing the Luftwaffe's last major daylight attack. On September 27, 303 Squadron
RAF and 1 Squadron RCAF attacked the first wave of enemy bombers. Seven, possibly eight enemy planes
were destroyed, and another seven damaged. The Royal Canadian Air Force thus received its baptism of fire.

Their invasion plans wrecked, the Germans turned to night bombing to destroy Britain's will to fight. For nine
months, the British people suffered an aerial bombardment of their major cities that was then without
precedent. It only strengthened the determination of the people. The attacks became less frequent. Great
Britain survived the blitz

Details for Battle of Britain Ceremony

WHEN: Sunday 15 September 2024
WHERE: RCAF memorial in City Park (near corner of Barrie and Stuart)
TIMINGS:

e 1045 - All guests to be seated

e 1050 — Reviewing Officer arrives.

e 1055 — Reviewing Officer receives General Salute.
e 1100 - Ceremony begins.

e 1200 - Parade ends.

e 1200+ - Reception at 416 Wing




rations of.com #443416

Announcements

Chairman Larry’s

Famous TGIF BBQ

$6 a burger and will include all sides
and all fixings (no need to bring
anything).

Sept 13t 5pm

Silver ‘Wings

Silver Wings will meet on Sunday 22 Sept instead of the
usually third Sunday due to the Battle of Britain event on
15 Sept. This month’s event will be a pot-luck lunch. Join
us for an enlightening meeting, food and conversation.

New members always welcome
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FALLEN HEROES

Fallen Heroes is a powerful documentary about the Canadian Armed Forces in Afghanistan. It highlights the
war’s impact on Canadians and is a tribute to the courage and bravery of our men and women in uniform.

BACKGROUNDER

More than 40,000 Canadian Armed Forces members served in Afghanistan over the 14-year campaign. Very

few Canadians understand why we were in Afghanistan and why it was important yet it was Canada’s longest
war. Fallen Heroes is the template for a 10 part documentary series on the war in Afghanistan preserving this

little known history for future generations.

Afghanistan was the most significant operation for the Canadian Armed Forces in two generations. The war in
Afghanistan put Canada in the centre of the global map. Along with our NATO partners, we were commanding
combat operations in Kandahar, ships in the Persian Gulf, and, unprecedented for Canada, we had Generals in
command of all NATO forces.

It was an unusual time in Canadian history where both governing and opposition parties were working in
concert in support of the war. All political obstacles and red tape were lifted to equip our soldiers in the field as
effectively as possible. For an extended period of 5 years, Canada alone was responsible for security in the most
volatile region of the country where we were punching far above our weight. We had an important seat at the
table and gained an immeasurable amount of respect from other NATO nations. Our efforts were second only to
the United States. Although certainly, the British contribution was as significant, proportionately Canada lost
more soldiers than Britain and we were better equipped. Canada was the only country with tanks in the field,
our pilots were the most daring, our snipers the best in the world, our infantry incredibly courageous and
kinetic. And, uniquely Canadian, our soldiers brought their values into the field. Our soldiers were intuitively
sensitive to the needs of the people and in Afghanistan they made life long friends with their Afghan partners.
In many cases our soldiers would read the Koran ahead of their deployment in order to better understand the
people they were going over to help.

Canada lost 159 soldiers and 4 civilians in Afghanistan. Three times that number came home with physical
wounds and countless more with moral and stress injuries. Over 200 Canadian soldiers have committed suicide
since their return home from the war.

Date: September 11th, 2024
Show Time: 7:00 - 8:30 pm
Theatre Location: Landmark Cinemas Kingston

120 Dalton Avenue Kingston, Ontario



Ticket Price:  $25.00 General Public
$17.50 Military, Family, Veterans, Children under 15 and Seniors
Tickets can be purchased at the following website:

https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/fallen-heroes-their-journey-home-kingston-tickets-973912988967

Raise your stein and join the
fun

416 WING RCAFA
OKTOBERFEST CELEBRATION

Friday, 27 Sept at 5:30
Cost: Members $12, non-members $15
RSVP at 416wingpresident@outlook.com



https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/fallen-heroes-their-journey-home-kingston-tickets-973912988967

416 Wing Board of Directors GENERAL BnocK,s cOMMISSARY

Chairman — Larry Paziuk

Secretary — Anna Paziuk T‘ LOCALLY ROASTED COFFEE &

o oo S [BE] SPECIALTY FOOD, GIFT BOXES, K-KUPS
s Manager - Anclrow Robinson A I 10% OFF READY-TO-HEAT MEALS
A Codet Latson - 1o calond ST 0 | FORWING MEMBERS
Diector - Ted Knapton WE DELIVER! 613-985-2222
Dirctor - Ln iffor I 55 BROCK ST, DOWNTOWN

Director — Wilf Johnston

13 Sep —TGIF BBQ (5 PM)

15 Sep — Battle of Britain Ceremony

22 Sep — Silver Wings Potluck Luncheon (1pm)
27 Sep — Oktoberfest TGIF

23 Nov — Charter Night



